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J MARSHALL—Roofing and Property 

Maintenance, Service and Repairs 

Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing 

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof 

01683 248174 (H) 07588 888553 (M) 

Duncan Drive, Moffat 

Sunday Night Live 

Ecumenical Christian 

Praise & Worship 

Every Sunday at St John’s Church Hall 

EDWARD LAYDEN 

Monumental Masons 

New Memorials, Inscriptions, 

 

 

Renovations & Repair Work 

01387 255060 47 Balmoral Road 

Edwardlayden@hotmail.com Dumfries, DG1 3BE 

The Motor Schools Association of Great Britain 

Paul G. Sharkey 

DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

Pass Plus, Motorway Driving 

Advanced Driving 

Tel: 01683 221738 Mobile: 07740 502469 

THE MOFFAT FOOT CLINIC 

Comprehensive foot care including corn/callous and 

verrucae 

treatment; nail cutting; diabetes assessment and treat-

ment; 

relief from heel pain; gait analysis and orthotics 

(insoles) 

Evening appointments  

and house visits available 

Anne F Bloomer BSc; DPodM; MChS  

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd. 

Proprietor: R. J. Little 

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance 

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 

9DP. 

J&W DONALDSON—BLACKSMITHS 

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG 

TEL. (01683) 220321 

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork 

Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, ser-

vice and repairs 

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire 

Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burn-

 

 

FREE 

“THE LINK” 

AUTUMN 2020 
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Articles and letters 
 

The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to 
cafairholm@outlook.com or by post.   All communications should 
bear a name and, if possible, a telephone number.   Anonymous contri-
butions will not be accepted. 

 Copyright 

 May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you 
have written yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint. 

 Editor 

Life and Work 
The Church of Scotland’s monthly magazine, Life and Work, was named the 
Best National Religious Periodical at the Andrew Cross Awards 2005.    The 
judges described Life and Work as “A classy well-conceived publication with 
challenging and stimulating content which should be a welcome addition to 
any coffee table”. 

 Why not take the opportunity to subscribe to the Church of Scotland’s maga-
zine? The discounted cost is £2.55 per copy (normally £2.80) or £30.60pa, 
and is excellent value today. 

 The magazine contains regular items such as readers’ letters, book reviews 
and crosswords, in addition to a number of feature articles. 

 Please contact me should you be interested. 

Cheryl Fairholm (478367) 

  

Hire of church hall 

Mr Keith Towers has taken on the duty of being responsible for letting the 

church hall.  If anyone is interested in hiring the hall, Mr Towers can be con-

tacted on 0780 883 6199. 

Please get in touch with him before writing on the calendar in order to avoid 
double bookings.  

 

 

For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 

Afternoon Teas, try 

THE RUMBLIN TUM—HIGH STREET MOFFAT 

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pas-

tries, Scones with butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads 

and baked potatoes with a variety of fillings. 

To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies. 

EDW 

 

 

 

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-

quality ingredients 

Award winning bakers 

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201 

MOFFAT TOFFEE SHOP 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY 

CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD 

PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF  

ROBERT J. CURRIE 

Blacksmith and Agricultural 

Engineer 

Electric and Mobile Welding 

Burnside Smithy, Station Road  

Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU. 

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600 

Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895 

RJC 

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat 

The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide 

(Guiness Book of Rec-

ords) 

Family run 

Real ales 

Sunday roast 

1st class accommodation 

Homemade food served all day 

The small hotel with the BIG welcome 

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES 

Unit 9, Holm Estate Ballplay Road  

Moffat DG10 9JU 

The professional, caring, 

dignified service 

A. H. BORTHWICK 

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 

9RA 

Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 

663841 

email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com 

www.ahborthwick.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church Guild 

COME AND JOIN US 

We meet in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month between October and March. 

We are a friendly group and enjoy welcoming new members. So join us for an afternoon with prayer, speakers, 

sharing ideas, and tea and friendly chat.  Contact: Thelma 01683 300613 
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ST ANDREW’S PARISH 
CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO12236) 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org  

  OFFICE BEARERS 

                Session Clerk: Donald Walker 

                Treasurer: Mrs Anne Sanders 

_________________________________________________       

Well!!,  Who could have anticipated the changes in all aspects of life since 

the last “Link” was published. Everyones’ lives have been turned upside 

down with the onset of Covid 19; lockdown, churches closed, online ser-

vices, Zoom meetings for everything and emails by the hundred. What a time 

it has been. Yet, to every situation there is a reaction, and the way our Com-

munity has pulled together and supported those in need, has been quite re-

markable. I hear nothing but praise for those who are helping by delivering 

meals, prescriptions, groceries, online services and printed copies, and keep-

ing contact with the isolated by telephone etc. The effort of the Town Hall 

Trust is at the forefront of this, with several of our members actively in-

volved, and hence the decision of the Session (by Zoom) to give financial 

support to help with this excellent Community project. 

It is really gratifying when, upon delivering recent documents to my district 

members, I was able to speak to, and see, some of the people who had been 

so isolated during lockdown and who were now sporting large smiles and 

new “hairdos” having been able to get out once again. The happiness is pal-

pable. 

“Blessed are the ways of the Lord” since by the time you read this we will 

have heard our Sole Nominee preaching on 30th August after two years of 

vacancy. I cannot over emphasize the effort which the Nominating Commit-

tee Convenor and his team have put into this to get to this point. Their com-

mitment has been enormous with no stone being left unturned and this has 

resulted in attracting an energetic candidate with a young family. We look 

forward to welcoming her and her family. 

           …..cont/ 
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In parallel to this, a great effort has been made pursuing the “route map for 

St. Andrew’s  future” .  This has morphed out of the humble beginnings of 

the need for more Stewardship, which was mentioned in the last Link maga-

zine. 

The Session met and after much debate of the three options:-  

1. Do nothing, and continue until our finances/members decline to untenable 

levels. 

2. Close /sell the Church with worship held in another building. 

3. Modify the Church to accommodate a multi- use community space which 

is accessible, comfortable and can be used more than one day per week. 

Option 3 was chosen and it was decided to use the remnants of our Legacy 

fund and any available grants to achieve this aim. 

We now have a steering group leading sub groups researching/ planning the 

future of a) Design, Conversion, and Operation. b) Outreach and Community 

engagement. c) Worship and Mission. d) Financial Implications. 

These are all currently meeting by Zoom and are planning how these chang-

es can best be made and afforded. 

We look forward with anticipation to the arrival and Induction of Mrs. Elsie 

Macrae and hope that her Ministry here will receive God’s Blessing and 

Guidance for the benefit of the whole Community   

 

Donald Walker 

Session Clerk 

 

 

 

 

However, we tried again the following week using ‘Zoom’ and that seemed to 

work pretty well. (For those who are unfamiliar with the terms, ‘Microsoft Teams’ 

and ‘Zoom’ are two rival online meeting ‘platforms’ which enable users to have 

live online conferences. They seem pretty similar but opinion is divided as to 

which is the more effective. In fact, it is my prediction that the next major schism 

in the church will centre around which one we should use!). 

The potential for online medical consultation has been around for years but it has 

taken the current pandemic to really get it going with many surgeries now finding 

that it saves time, helps with triage and reduces some risks of infection. There are, 

of course limits to the benefits of virtual tools. Lectures delivered online with eve-

ryone focussing on a power point slide presentation bear no comparison to the 

event undertaken in a room full of people with the associated interaction. But, as a 

colleague pointed out, there is little difference between watching a virtual lecture 

delivered live and watching a recording of the same lecture. However, the benefits 

of the recording are that the student can watch it at a time that suits them. Conse-

quently, students can watch a recording and their subsequent interaction with their 

lecturer enables a far greater quality offering, with much more time for discussion 

and developing understanding. 

Nobody would argue that a virtual church service is a suitable replacement for 

communal worship and fellowship on a Sunday morning. But for those who are 

unable to attend, it provides a vastly improved scenario to a basic sound recording 

or a printed leaflet. What’s to say that a service that has been recorded can’t be 

discussed in a forum over the following week with points raised and questions 

asked. How often have you felt, immediately after a service, that you would like to 

spend time with the minister chatting about an aspect of the service, but that time 

wasn’t available?  

For an online meeting, an hour means an hour- not nearly double the time when 

travel is taken into account. This means that meetings and discussions can be an 

option for those who have limited time available or are unable to travel. This be-

comes much more relevant as winter approaches. And, dare I say it, online offer-

ings might even involve some who perhaps would not normally walk into church. 

Is this all a step too far? Maybe, but like it or not this technology is with us and is 

here to stay. And perhaps the irony is that, the technology that people like me 

were forced to come to terms with when our churches had to be closed to us, will 

prove to be a springboard to opening the church up in a wider and more meaning-

ful way than we considered before lockdown. 

Andy Shuttleworth. 
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VIRTUAL REALITY- ONE MAN’S EXPERIENCE OF LOCKDOWN 

As something of a technophobe I find myself in the strange position of advocating 

the latest technology currently being used by churches throughout Scotland, and 

beyond; not just as a potential solution to help us through this current crisis, but as a 

blueprint for how we should be communicating with our membership and commu-

nities in the future. This really doesn’t sit comfortably with me- Technological ad-

vances tend to leave me a bit cold, while the thought of doing things differently? 

Well, I’ve been a card-carrying elder in the Church of Scotland for over 30 years, so 

I’ll leave you to guess how I typically react to change…. 

At the start of lockdown my experience of live, online communication across the 

world-wide-web was limited to a couple of work-related conference calls and the 

occasional skype conversation with my sister in New Zealand. I had never heard of 

‘Microsoft Teams’ and, as far as I was concerned, ‘Zoom’ remained the title of a hit 

for Fat Larry’s Band from the early eighties. Yet, as I write, we are preparing to 

‘stream’ services for our three churches, live, the first time. While those in the know 

would not consider the ‘virtual’ methods of communicating we are currently being 

adopted to be new technology (video conferencing has been around for at least 15-

20 years now), they are a new tool to many of us. As is often the case, necessity has 

dragged me kicking and screaming to the point where I have been forced to use the 

technology, only to find that is not only much easier to master than I anticipated but 

also that, with a wee bit of effort, it actually presents a range of opportunities I had-

n’t previously thought about. 

As I totted up those online events which I have been involved in since March, I re-

alised just what a versatile tool the virtual meeting has become. Most notably, our 

Nominating Committee has been able to watch and listen to potential candidates 

through facebook, websites and live links; we have carried out in-depth interviews 

via ‘Zoom’; I’ve presented lectures and workshops to people in London live online; 

I’ve attended session and presbytery meetings; I’ve taken part in Church of Scot-

land Assessment Centres using ‘Microsoft Teams’; I’ve enjoyed weekly online 

meetings with a couple of pals; I’ve taken part in virtual pub quizzes murder mys-

teries, celebrations to commemorate a postponed wedding and even a virtual pub 

crawl! 

Of course, it hasn’t all been plain sailing. I tried to set up a ‘Microsoft Teams’ meet-
ing for the Nominating Committee which turned out to be an unmitigated disaster- 
lots of bemused, soundless individuals gazing at screens either unable to hear any-
one else or being drowned in a babel of voices. After about 20 minutes I was forced 
to admit defeat and crawl away to sob in a corner.  

 

 

COVID-19 IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The First Minister announced that from Saturday 8 August 2020 the wearing of 
face coverings in places of worship will be mandatory. The worship leader will be 
exempt from wearing a face covering when they are leading worship, provided 
additional safeguards are in place (for example, 2 metre physical distancing and/
or a protective screen or barrier).   

Congregations must ensure that everyone attending or visiting their church build-
ings can practice physical distancing at all times  

The Scottish Government published their four-phase plan to easing COVID-19 
restrictions on 21 May 2020. Since then, the Church of Scotland has been work-
ing collaboratively with Presbytery representatives and members from a number 
of different departments within the national office to produce guidance that will 
help congregations plan to reopen their church buildings. 

This guidance describes the practical aspects for reopening church buildings and 
the possible implications for worship. This guidance is designed to facilitate dis-
cussion, and support ministers and the relevant decision-making bodies at a local 
level as they consider how and when will be the best time for them to reopen their 
church buildings. The Scottish Government has not provided a definitive time 
line for when church buildings can reopen, however it is important that congrega-
tions take steps now to plan and prepare their church buildings, members of their 
congregation and volunteers for the reopening of their church buildings. 

As well as highlighting the many factors that congregations should consider, the 
guidance also contains a buildings checklist and a COVID-19 risk assessment, 
which should be completed before any church building reopens.   

All churches in the linkage have undertaken the risk assessment, ensured all 
appropriate measures are in place and as such have been approved by pres-
bytery to re-open. 

More detailed information can be found on the Church of Scotland webbsite. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/home 
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Church Finance (Adam Anderson) 

I would like to thank members on behalf of the Kirk Session for their contin-

ued support of the church during this period when we have been unable to meet 

for worship. As a result of a number of members switching their offerings to 

direct payment into the Bank, and a number of members giving their weekly 

offering to Anne Sanders and myself, our income from these sources was 

£20,997 for the 7 months to the end of July compared  to £22,613 for the same 

period last year, a decrease of £1,616. The work of the church has continued 

despite being closed to worship and whilst over the past 4 months there will 

have been savings in heating, lighting and pulpit supply costs our main month-

ly items of expense have continued, Ministry & Mission £3261 and Insurance 

£677. 

The offerings from the open plate is the area which has had the greatest effect 

in our income, £795 is £2,200 less than 2019, and whilst the resumption of 

worship will commence on 16th August this will be restricted initially to 50 

which will mean restricted income from this source. The unavailability of the 

premises for use by outside bodies has also affected our income.  

If there are any members who contribute through the open plate and would per-

haps like to consider contributing by Weekly Freewill envelopes or by giving 

by Bankers Order please contact Anne Sanders Tel 220850 or myself Tel. 

221164.  

As we have no indication from the Scottish Government as to when the num-

bers attending Church will increase from 50 nor when we will allow outside 

groups to use the hall and while  it is very difficult to project the financial posi-

tion at the end of the year the Accounts will certainly not show surplus of al-

most £14,000 as we did in 2019. 

As many of you will know the annual Christian Aid appeal was unable to take 

place this year and the Kirk Session, recognising the very worthwhile work 

carried out by this organisation, agreed that we donate £5000 to them. This 

sum is in line with what is normally collected for Christian Aid. The Kirk Ses-

sion also recognised the very valuable service the Moffat Town Hall Trust was 

providing to the community during the pandemic and we agreed to make a do-

nation of £10,000, £5,000 of which we secured by way of a grant from Founda-

tion Scotland 

 

 

Flower rota 2020 

SEPTEM-

BER 

6th  

13th  

20th  

27th  

 

Mrs F Paterson 

Mrs I Borthwick 

Mrs M Porteous 

Mr P Newsome 

(Harvest Festival) 

 DECEMBER 

6th  

13th               

 

20th                 

    

27th                  
  

Christmas Decorations – 

Advent 2 

Christmas Decorations – 

Advent 3 

Christmas Decorations – 

Advent 4 

OCTOBER 

4TH   

11th   

18th   

25th   

 

Jean Aitcheson 

 

 

Mr and Mrs Shuttle-

worth 

 JANUARY 

2021 

3rd  

10th  

17th   

24th  

31st  

 

Mrs F Paterson 

Mrs M Murray 

Miss H Minto 

Mr & Mrs Lockerbie 

Joint Communion to be 

advised  

NOVEM-

BER 

1st  

8th  

 

15th  

22nd  

29th        

 

Mr & Mrs Seymour 

Mrs J Printer 

(Remembrance Sunday) 

Mrs J Printer 

Mrs M Rogerson 

Christmas Decorations 

– Advent 1 

   

My thanks as always to all of you who provide flowers on the rota.  You 

will see that there are a few gaps in the Calendar, if you can put your 

name to any of them I would be most grateful.    

Phone No. 01683 300 451 

Mary  Brown. 
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Dates for your Diary 

27th September  Harvest Festival, our service will be at the 

usual time of 9.45am 

 

8th November     Remembrance Sunday, following the Church  Service, 

there is a short service of remembrance  held at the War Memorial in the 

Graveyard. 

15th November Holy Communion – to be confirmed. 

 

24th December Carol Service, 7pm 

 

 

Guild Report 
Theme  "The Extra Mile 
 
Hello all, the last thing I said in the spring magazine 
was, "I wish you all a pleasant summer," It’s a good 
job we never knew what was to come!!  I trust you 
have all kept well and healthy despite  lockdown. 

I don't know when we will meet again together as the Guild. 
The committee did meet to discuss resuming meetings and the consensus 
was that consideration of the safety for our members was our main concern 
so we will wait until the New Year before deciding. 
 
Until then please keep safe and healthy. 
Thelma 

CROSSREACH Calendar 2021 

If you would like a Crossreach calendar for 2021 (traditional type or Ap-
pointments one) please order them from Hilda Saville.  

Hilda will only pre order for specific orders this year (that is, if Crossreach 
intends to supply them as at present she hasn’t heard anything).  

Hilda can be contacted—Tel. 221872, or email qjhnic@gmail.com 

Thank you, 

Christian Aid Thank You  

The Christian Aid Committee would like to thank St Andrews for 
their very generous donation to Christian Aid.  It was impossible 
to carry out the door to door collections this year due to Covid-

19, which had a devastating impact on income to the charity at a vital 
time.  The effects of the virus meant that even more help was needed in 
poorer communities throughout the world.  Thanks to all the local churches 
in Moffat, Wamphray and Beattock a massive donation of £6,000 was made 
that covered what is normally raised in these communities.  This level of 
generosity shows a true Jesus heart, and will be a blessing to many people 
who are trapped in poverty and deprivation.  Thank you for being so kind 
and may God bless you richly for it. 



 

8 

Drop in Thursday During Lockdown  

(Jeff Brown) 

As you are aware before lockdown we had started “Drop in Thursday”. 

This was an hour on Thursday morning when anyone could pop into the Church 

Hall for a cup of tea/coffee, scones, and an informal chat. The number attending 

ranged from 8 to 28. There were several regular church members, non-church 

members, some visitors to the town all creating a friendly buzz of conversation.  It 

was never about the number always about the opportunity for fellowship, chat and 

sharing the “Message”. On each of the tables we left a thought for the week and 

some wooden crosses. It was amazing how these thoughts and crosses just disap-

peared.  

Lockdown brought a temporary end to the meetings. However, it did not bring an 

end to getting the “Message” out. Every week throughout the lockdown and even 

now “Drop in Thursday” continues to spread the “Message”. It is part of the service 

sheet that goes out on certain Sundays and it has been posted on the website every 

week.  As well as a thought related to a bible reading for that week there is also 

prayer and, on several occasions, folks have produced a musical item of different 

types. There were also some scone deliveries taking place! It is amazing what folks 

are willing to do when asked! The Spirit moves in a mysterious way and should 

never be underestimated. 

 From time to time I hear from those who have listened and feel they have benefit-

ted from this service. Just this week I had a ‘phone call from someone to check on 

the arrangements for the opening of the church. As part of the conversation she re-

vealed that she had been unwell and had a health scare during lockdown. She did 

not want to trouble her neighbour or her friends or family with her concerns. She 

simply used the small cross that she had obtained from one of her visits to “Drop in 

Thursday”. She gained from it the strength to face her fears knowing she was not 

alone. The good news is that she later got confirmation from the medical profes-

sionals that she is fine.  The cross that she used had been donated to “Drop in 

Thursday” with several others, by another church member who had received a cross 

on a pastoral visit when she had been unwell.  

Healing and wellbeing come in many forms both physical and spiritual. You really 

cannot have the one without the other. We must never underestimate the power of 

the Spirit or question whether it is working. Random acts of love bring a harvest in 

 

 

The other side of this situation we find ourselves in has brought sadness, 

heartbreak, fear, anxiety, and many other feelings which are not always nor-

mal to us.   

In this time of such mixed emotions we have only one place to go to find 

peace, we have to seek out God, through His Son, Jesus, who showed us how 

to live our earthly life and be ready for the time when we meet Him.   How-

ever, when our life ends, which, it inevitably must, we are assured that we 

will meet Him in the place we call Heaven.    

As we go into the unknown future, we look forward to inviting a new Minis-

ter and all that she will bring to our three churches.  (Writing this before the 

event is always a risk, but we hope and prayer that this will happen.)  We 

must be ready to take on board changes, which may be permanent or tempo-

rary.   Change is not necessarily a bad thing and we should look forward to 

doing things differently, as things change, we can discover new and exciting 

things, or see things in a different light.  We are never too old to learn new 

Our grateful Thanks…. 

I think that everyone at KJ would like to join me in thanking the Nominat-

ing Committee for their hard work in attracting a new minister to come to 

our Linked Congregations. 

Also, thanks to all our Readers who have lead Worship on the Web and for 

the technical people who have guided them through the recording of these 
Services.    I am sure all of us who have been able to use this method of 
communication have been uplifted by the message we have received Sun-
day by Sunday. 
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KIRKPATRICK JUXTA PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO05701) 

   OFFICE BEARERS 

                         Session Clerk            Mrs Mary Brown 

                                                      Treasurer                    Martin Brown 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Kirk session and office bearers 

Kirk session: Mr David Boncey, Mr Martin Brown, Mrs Mary Brown, Mr 
Graham Gardiner, Mr Peter Newsome and Mr Andy Shuttleworth 

 
 

The last five months have given us all a unique experience.  Little did we 

know what was coming when the last Link Magazine was published.   Dur-

ing these months most of us have discovered new ways of keeping in touch 

with family and friends, phones have been busy especially those which are 

of the mobile kind.   Communication became particularly important to fam-

ilies, friends, businesses, committee’s, and social groups.  We have used 

Zoom, Facetime, Instagram, videos, WhatsApp, Skype to name a few. 

Our church family has also been using as many ways as possible to contract 

one another, but however many phone calls, letters, e-mails we may receive 

none of them can replace the face-to-face contact of family, friends, and 

neighbours.   As lockdown relaxed, we could talk over the garden fence on 

at the front door, keeping our distance.   We have heard stories of people 

meeting their neighbours for the first time, getting to know people down 

their street and making new friendships. 

Our gardens have never looked so good and the time to plant seeds and take 

cuttings was, for once, plentiful. 

Church officer: Mr Peter Newsome Fabric convener:  Mr Martin Brown 

Treasurer:  Mr Martin Brown Organist:  Mrs Nancy Anderson 

Christian aid:  Mrs Thelma Boncey Gift aid:  Mr Martin Brown 

Flower convener:  Mrs Mary Brown Social/fund-raising committee:  Andrew 
and Jackie Shuttleworth, Mr Martin Brown 
and Mrs Mary Brown. 

Life and Work Magazine: Mrs Fay 
Paterson 

World Church representative:   

 

 

Some time in the future we will get back to “Drop in Thursday” in the hall. At pre-
sent we will continue “online” with the “Message”. What about the crosses? If you 
feel the need for one simply ‘phone 01683 220475 and I will sort out delivery. 

Activities for Children and Youths 

No Junior Church, no Discoverers, and no folks to work with the young people be-

cause of lockdown. So, what do you do with young folks on a wet day inside or on 

a sunny day outside? How do we get the “Word” out to them? Every week we have 

had a service and there has been an opportunity for us to include all age worship but 

how many young people listen and how appropriate is the service for their needs?  

“Spill the Beans” is one of the main sources normally available to those fantastic 

folks who give of their time and talents to work with young people at our church. It 

contains several games, activities and crafts for children and youths. They relate to 

the lectionary readings for each week and so there is a link between the service and 

the activities. Since lockdown these games, activities and crafts have been available 

on our church website. Accompanying the activities there is the opportunity to read 

the appropriate bible passage and discussion. How much you do is really a matter 

of choice.  

The Youths have been encouraged to get involved with the younger folks in their 
families but there are also separate activities for them. Whilst Spill the Beans has 
been the main source other activities and games have been added where appropri-
ate. There have been opportunities in the Youth section for budding debaters, song 
writers, artists, crafters, and writers to display their talents on a wide variety of re-
lated themes. In the last few weeks with the end of the furlough scheme for our 
Deacon, Angela Brydson, there has been an addition to this work. Angela has been 
putting in activity sheets to the Town Hall for collection.  Have the materials been 
accessed, by whom and to what effect? As someone who has always been very in-
terested in quality assurance and impact I ask myself these questions. Who knows? 
Well, we could probably look at “hits” on the website but would that give us any 
indication of the quality of the impact.   What is important is that there was a per-
ceived need and we have tried to provide something to meet the need.  We live in 
hope and place our trust where it rightly belongs!  
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Parents and Toddlers 

Monday and Friday 9.30am          

We will meet on warm/dry days outside in church play area. 

Please bring your own flask and snacks and if want a garden chair.  

We will continue this until Christmas time, and then review again re-

garding Covid 19. We will notify on facebook and church website. 

September 

6th  —Anne Colledge 

13th—Margaret Black-

lock 

20th—Anne Gibbard 

27th—Sandra Taylor 

November 

1st  - Myrtel Little 

8th  - Jessie Ritson 

15th—Jane Crawford 

22nd—Irene Minto 

29th—Aileen 

Hinchcliffe 

October 

4th  - Helen Moors-Poole 

11th—Ann Walker 

18th—Lady McIntosh 

25th—Hilda Saville 

December 

6th  - Anne Colledge 

 

Church Flowers 

 

 

Every blessing for the 

Autumn.  Keep safe and 

well. 

If you have a problem 

with putting flowers in 

the church, just let me 

know 220446.  Keep 

smiling.   

 

 

 

Deaths 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of Wullie Dalziel on the 
1st of May, 2020. 
 
Wullie had been an elder of Wamphray church since 2009 having been a board 
member since 1992.  He took a very active roll in the church and the community 
and it was him who started the annual car wash event many years ago which was 
one of our best fundraising events.  His involvement within the community saw 
him as an active member of the community council and for many years, he col-
lected for the Earl Haig Fund. 
 
Wullie fought a long battle with cancer and sadly witnessed the death of his wife 
Margaret just 4 months before his own death.   
 
It was so sad that no one from the community could attend his funeral, however 
we did line the road  as the funeral cortege left the village. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his son Steven, his wife Hazel and in particular 
his little grandson Innes. 

Church Services 
 
It has been nice to have a church service each week on TV either through 
YouTube or recorded from a church with hymns from Songs of Praise/   
Thank you to all those involved in the production of all these services. 
 
Sole Nominee 
 
Finally some good news.  It would appear that the nominating committee have 
not been idle during lockdown and they have been meeting via 'Zoom".  We 
have all become experts in technology during this time. 
 
We have a sole nominee in Mrs Elsie McCrae who has completed her probation 
in Moray. 
 
Once we are free from covid restrictions, Mrs McCrae will come and preach at 
Moffat St Andrew's. 
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WAMPHRAY PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO07536) 

                                       OFFICE BEARERS 

                                                  Session Clerk     Mrs Helen Braid 

                                      Clerk to Congregational Board   Mrs Linda McMinn 

                                                  Treasurer                                      Mrs Sheila Thomson   

Introduction 
 
Who would have thought that the Covid 19 notice in the last edition of The Link 
closing all churches until further notice, would still be in force as we try to write 
notes for Autumn. 
 
It has been a very worrying time for many families across this country.  As I write the 
notes for Wamphray with help from members of the Kirk Session and in particular 
Linda McMinn, we find ourselves struggling to  report any good news. 
There have been no fundraising events and no future fundraising to look forward to 
although we hope that once restrictions allow we may be able to have a kirk session 
meeting and decide what we can do in the way of whist drives, sponsored walk and 
cycle etc.  Of course this will all depend on when and how far the government eases 
the restrictions.   
 
Wamphray was not without it's worries during this period of lockdown.  Our session 
clerk Helen developed the symptoms of covid 19 and her husband Robert became 
seriously ill and had to be admitted to hospital. He spent a few days in critical care 
but we are pleased to report that both have recovered well.  Others in the village have 
self isolated with symptoms but  are all back to normal thankfully.  It has been amaz-
ing to see how members of the community have kept in touch through the phone and 
social media. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
We pray for Flora Stewart who continues to recover after major surgery in February 
and George Braid whose treatment finished before lockdown and is now having a 
series of scans. We also pray for Mandy Welbourne who has now become full time 
carer for her husband Gerry.   
 
Of course we keep everyone in our prayers who have been affected by this awful vi-
rus and not only people in Wamphray! 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care During Lockdown 

The Town Hall Trust have done an amazing job during lockdown. An army of vol-

unteers, including several of our elders and church members, have been part of the 

happy band of people who have given of their time and talents in this quest. They 

have distributed nearly 100 meals twice a week, food parcels, prescriptions, shop-

ping, and a plethora of other items which folks who could not leave their homes 

needed. A huge outpouring of love in practical action on a regular basis.  That is 

why the Kirk Session provided a substantial amount of money to the work of the 

Trust, achieved grant funding to match the sum and pledged to continue to support 

the work of the Town Hall Trust in the future.   

Elders in their districts have been keeping in touch with the families in their dis-

tricts. Members of the Pastoral Care Team were also in contact by telephone with 

those who were housebound. Lots of hours have been spent chatting on the ‘phone 

and there has been much laughter and hilarity. Members of the team have reported 

that they have ‘phoned someone with the aim of cheering them up only to realise 

after the conversation had ended that they were the recipients of the joy and the 

cheer as a result of an anecdote, a joke or a comment. Wet dreary days or hot sunny 

days no matter the weather folks like to talk, and it does make a positive difference 

to all concerned. 

One of the greatest sadness’s has been the passing of some of our members, or of a 

person in a member’s family or someone in the community. We have become ac-

customed to reading  in the newspaper “As a result of present circumstances regret-

tably the funeral is private”. In a community such as ours where everyone is 

known, and folks are accustomed to paying their respects and supporting those who 

are bereaved it is painful when you cannot offer a hug, a handshake or be present at 

a service. Extremely hard for those who mourn and hard for those who cannot 

mourn with them. We hold them all in hearts and prayers and in the future, we will 

have an opportunity to remember them in a service of thanksgiving and remem-

brance. 

The Pastoral care group have continued to send cards to those who are bereaved, 
those who are ill, those who have special birthdays and those whose need has come 
to our attention. We can only do so if we have the information. We rely on our El-
ders and our members to contact us. It is always better to have several people con-
tacting us to provide this information than for someone to be missed. Do not hesi-
tate to contact your Elder, the Session Clerk or phone 01683 220475 if you feel 
someone would benefit from a card, contact, or needs our support.   
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Our Unsung Worship Heroes 

On most Sundays during the vacancy the team of Readers have been leading 

worship in the three churches in our linked charges. At the beginning of lock-

down, we decided that Hilda and I would take responsibility to produce ser-

vices for Moffat St. Andrew’s whilst David and Martin would cater for Kirk-

patrick -Juxta. Wamphray would have access to materials from both teams.   

Hilda and I worked out a rota to guarantee delivery each week. Then we 

faced the challenge of how we would ensure that the services were delivered 

to the members of the congregation and anyone else who wished to receive 

them. Nicola and Steven Bogle came to our rescue. They suggested that we 

could record the services on our mobile ‘phones and they would post them 

on the website, the wonders of modern technology! They then gave Hilda 

and I lessons on how to carry out the recording. Unfortunately, we both have 

different types of ‘phones not an issue for our “techno’ whizz kids” who 

quickly produced detailed step by step infallible instructions for the 

“Luddites” with a very sparse knowledge of the capabilities of mobile 

‘phones.  

However we soon learned that there were a number of members of our con-

gregation who were not  ”online” and so Evelyn  Atkins came forward with 

the great idea that copies of the service could be printed and distributed by 

hand. Evelyn said she would do the printing and the distributing with the aid 

of her trusty volunteers. Superb! 

We were all ready or so we thought! Suddenly we decided we needed music. 

Kate Durran our organist, Hazel McDonald our violinist, Ewan McDonald 

our guitarist, David McDonald our piper have all given of their amazing tal-

ents aided on occasion by Andy and Jackie Shuttleworth, Ian Anderson, Imo-

gen and Jane Paterson, Gillian Henson and William Williamson. You need a 

licence if you are putting music on the web, but Donald our Session Clerk 

soon had that in place.   

Hilda and I thought it might get a bit dull for you to listen to our dulcet tones, 
so we enlisted a small army of folks to read the scriptures, poetry, prose and 
take part in our playlets. I hesitate to list them all for fear of missing someone 

from the list. Interestingly they ranged in age from 16 to 91. All these folks 

 

 

The one thing that does remain constant through all of this is God’s love for each 

one of us.  Thank goodness for that! 

This poem was sent to a group of us and it helped me to come to terms with every-

thing that was happening.   

 

Pandemic 
What if you thought of it 
as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 
the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel. 
Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now, 
on trying to make the world 
different than it is. 
Sing. Pray. Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 
Centre down. 
  
And when your body has become still, 
reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected 
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 
(You could hardly deny it now.) 
Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 
(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands. 
Reach out your heart. 
Reach out your words. 
Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 
where we cannot touch. 
  
Promise this world your love– 
for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health, 
so long as we all shall live. 
  
–Lynn Ungar 3/11/20 

Love and Blessings, 

Angela Brydson DCS 
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Life in Lockdown! 

What extraordinary times we have been living in.  I hope everyone reading this is 

well and Covid free. 

As some of you may be aware, like a large proportion of Church of Scotland staff, 

I was furloughed at the beginning of April.  It was not a nice thing to have to do, 

but necessary to help the national church and hopefully secure the future of our 

posts. 

At first, like most people, I found the whole thing quite bewildering.  Every time 

there was a ping on my phone, I knew it meant another engagement or event was 

cancelled.  It was as though the words were sliding out of my diary each time, I 

opened it.  Within a few short days I had gone from a fairly full diary of work and 

personal events to nothing.  The Tippex (other brands are available) became my 

best friend. 

The hardest part was not being able to be in touch with the places I worked in.  It 

was so frustrating but rules were rules.  Personally, it was very hard not being able 

to see my mum, as she was shielding, even though she was only a few streets 

away.  The last few weeks have been lovely getting to see her again. 

After a couple of weeks of coming to terms with all that was happening, life went 

on in a different way.  Thankfully a small group of us from a course I had been 

doing before lockdown came together online twice a week and this became a big 

part of my surviving over the weeks.  Also being able to attend our services and 

those of friends virtually was a big comfort. 

I started to view my time on furlough as a gift, and have used it as a time for learn-

ing thanks to books I haven’t had a chance to read and courses on Open University 

but also more informal learning and developing personal interests which may or 

may not appear in my future work. 

Like many as some restrictions were lifted, I was able to extend my dog walks to 

the extent that I have been able to do a substantial chunk of the Annandale Way 

which runs through our Presbytery and hope to complete it before the end of the 

summer.  During the many miles I have walked I have reconnected with nature in 

way I haven’t had the time to do for many years and have found a great love of 

watching the clouds again.  What a beautiful place we live in. 

I was extremely relieved when I received an email from church offices asking us 
to speak to our line managers about arranging a return, so here I am.   And yes, it 
is not what I left behind, it is something new and, in some ways, a little daunting.   

 

 

Many of our younger members were very efficient in using the new technol-

ogy whilst other struggled. On every occasion Steven and Nicola came to the 

rescue. Not only did they provide instruction they collected the different re-

cordings and masterfully pieced them together to create the Sunday Service 

and the weekly Drop in Thursday. 

Some folks have admitted that they like to listen to the service whilst drink-

ing their morning coffee. Some folks get their hymn book out at the usual 

church service time and listen and participate then. Others still listen in the 

garden or more recently in the car. Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holi-

ness”. Holy means different and certainly it has been different, but I also be-

lieve it has made a difference! 

Our Worship during the period of Church Closure has been all the richer be-

cause of the talents of these Unsung Heroes who have ensured that we con-

tinue together in Worship. The number of people who have accessed our 

church website or who have received a printed copy of the service demon-

strates that people wish to hear the “Message”. 

This surely is “Good News” not just for the Church but for the World. 

Charity Report 

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus restrictions we have not been to do any fur-

ther fundraising. Luckily we had a busy start to the year and have been able to 

make the following donations thanks to the generosity of the congregation and wid-

er Moffat community.  

Mary’s meals     £ 133 

UNICEF    £ 384.50   (Feb afternoon tea) 

Church funds  £644.55    (March coffee morning)   

Newcastleton flood appeal  £393.20 

 Thank you again for your support and I hope that we will be able to get together 

for fellowship, social occasions and fundraising soon. Take care and stay safe.  
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Areas of responsibility and those in charge 
 
 

Bookstall   Vacant 

Church cleaning  Mr Donald Walker  220707    

Church flowers Mrs Anne Colledge   220446                   

Coffee mornings Mrs Dorothy Paterson  220299 

Discoverers Mrs Fiona Paton   220164 

Finance convener Mr Adam Anderson  221164    

Free-will offering Mrs Marion Little  220922   

Gift aid Mrs Anne Sanders   222850                               

Guild president Mrs Thelma Boncey     300613                                                             

Hall lets Mr Keith Towers   0780 883 6199  

Crèche and junior  Vacant 

church rota   

Keeper of the  Mrs Hilda Saville  221827 

congregational roll            

Life and Work &  Cheryl Fairholm   478367 (cafairholm@outlook.com) 

“The Link”              

Musical director  Ms Kate Durran  220742 

Pastoral care   Mr Jeff Brown  220475 

Property committee Mr James Paterson  220299 

Session clerk  Mr Donald Walker   220707 

Treasurer  Mrs Anne Sanders  222850  

Toddlers’ group  Mrs Ann Walker  220707   

'Words which do not use the light of Christ increase the darkness .'   

Mother Theresa  

 

 

    AUTUMN CHURCH DIARY  

 

 

Morning Worship only   Sunday 11.15am                               

All services are recorded so you are able to listen to the service on:- 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org  

 

Communion and Christmas.       We have to wait until the new 

Minister is in place for her to decide what the programme will be and how 

services will be conducted.  

Parents and Toddlers Monday and Friday 9.30am          

  

Guild  there will be no meetings this year and will start again in October 

2021. 

 

Sunday Night Live 

There is no date yet for the re-commencement of Sunday Night Live fol-
lowing its suspension due to Covid-19. 


