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Articles and letters
    
The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to 
tarankin13@yahoo.com or by post. All communications should bear a name 
and, if possible, a telephone number. Anonymous contributions will not be 
accepted.

Copyright

May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you 
have written yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint.

Editor

  

Life and Work

The Church of Scotland’s monthly magazine, Life and Work, was named the 
Best National Religious Periodical at the Andrew Cross Awards 2005. The 
judges described Life and Work as “A classy well-conceived publication with 
challenging and stimulating content which should be a welcome addition to any 
coffee table”.

Why not take the opportunity to subscribe to the Church of Scotland’s 
magazine? The discounted cost is £2.30 per copy (normally £2.50) or £27.60pa, 
and is excellent value today.

The magazine contains regular items such as readers’ letters, book reviews and 
crosswords, in addition to a number of feature articles.

Please contact me should you be interested.

Rick Faulkner (221598)
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A valedictory letter from your minister

Dear friends,

In September 2007, we were on holiday in Carrick Bay and I turned to Sheila and said, “If we go home the 
M74 way, I can show you a beautiful little town I know where we can have lunch.” We had no satnav or map 
so I decided just to follow the scenic tourist route from Dumfries, which is anything but scenic at times! We 
arrived in Annan, and I frowned, and said, “This isn’t it, there’s a narrow hotel and a sweetie shop.” We had 
lunch at Gretna Gateway and headed north on the M74, and when we approached Junction 15, I shouted, 
“This is it, this is the place, shall we pop in?” The children, just two of them at the time, were growing tired 
and we headed home instead.
On the 17th December 2007, I came across the parish profile for Kirkpatrick Juxta, Moffat St Andrew’s and 
Wamphray, and tried showing Sheila the profile. “Let me have this baby first, before we think about any of 
this.” I am sure this was still a very polite way telling me to take a running jump off a short pier until at least 
the summer. Nevertheless, there was something stirring inside me, what we ministers call “The Call,” and it 
does need capital letters.  Callum was born the very next day, and I had planned to take some paternity leave 
in January once all the Christmas services were over, so on my last day before I stopped I led the Epiphany 
service, and we prepared to relax for a wee while with this tiny little bundle of joy that we all now know as 
Callum. As was customary, we used to drive away from church, and turn left for the garden centre for lunch. 
Sitting at the traffic lights, I indicated right and declared that we were going home a different way, just like 
the wise men of Epiphany.
There was nothing wise about this particular fool for Christ as I drove for Moffat, turning off for Biggar and 
coming down the Beeftub as I had decided this was the best way to go! Eventually we arrived in Moffat and 
after a quick bite to eat in the Rumblin Tum, we drove around Moffat, Beattock and Wamphray. That stirring 
inside me, The Call, was growing, and it was infectious as Sheila, with just a three-week-old baby started to 
see the possibilities that existed for us as a family in this wonderful place.
The Call has very little to do with the beauty of a place, or a good school (although they do matter, too). The 
Call is about saying Yes to God, and there are moments when that flies completely in the face of common 
sense, and God asks us as a family to take massive leaps of faith. The Call also often happens at moments 
when we think that everything is just right, and God shakes us out of that, and says, “There’s another place 
and another people for you too.” And even when you say, “No thanks, God, not right now, the call keeps you 
up at night and disturbs you until you eventually say, “Yes God.”
As I go from here, I want to encourage you all to have the courage to say “Yes God” when you are called to do 
something. I want you to understand that God has amazing possibilities in store for all of you in Kirkpatrick 
Juxta, Wamphray and Moffat, and it does at times mean you have to take a great leap of faith into the unknown, 
and just go for it. I hope and pray that you do that. Don’t press pause during the vacancy, answer God’s call 
to be the people God wants you to be, and know that for someone, somewhere, there is The Call, that will 
stir in them, for you. And when that happens, you will have found your new minister. But during the vacancy 
you will also have people who have been called to lead you too, ministers, elders, readers, all of whom have 
a purpose and a call to lead you as three wonderful congregations.
Finally, I want to say ‘thank you all’ for this last decade. It has been a most memorable one, and it has had 
some real ups and downs for us as a family too. You welcomed Isabella as your own, the only real Doonhamer 
in the Dillon family. You have lifted us up when we have needed it, you have healed us when we were broken, 
and you have cared for us when we were sick. Particularly so, last year, when Sheila had to have a third 
operation in six years to remove a recurring malignant tumour. You all understood the enormity of this, and 
the impact it would have on our children, and you stepped in and cared for us and brought us food and love 
when we needed it the most. That was a moment that I knew that you were truly a church of Christ, and not 
just a gathering of worshippers. That moment also tells me, that you will go on to so many more new things. 
My own minister, the late Rev Leith Fisher, said the best thing you can do in ministry is help a church become 
a church without the minister, because if it’s all about a minister, then there’s less room for Christ. And I know 
you can.  Thank you. I love you. God bless you!

Your dear friend,
Adam
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From the session clerk

The seasonal changes continue on their 
perpetual course, which, due to their 

predictability and dependability, provide great 
stability in our lives. 

Snow in March and April, then into a heatwave 
and drought for a few months, just goes to prove 
that nature can throw a few surprises every now 
and again. We humans are more unpredictable, 
however, and I, as well as everyone else, was 
shocked when learning of the sudden departure 
of Adam Dillon after ten years of superb ministry. 
This has been extended to not only church 
goers, but also to the whole communities of 
Moffat, Beattock and Wamphray, where he has 
been universally liked and loved. He will be 
sorely missed, but the whole team, which is the 
backbone of our church, has kicked into action, 
and the positivity and support is palpable.

We are also really sad and sorry to be losing our 
treasurer of long standing, Allen Carruthers, who 
has been a stalwart in all the work he has done 
so diligently, quietly and efficiently over many, 
many years. 

One of Adam’s last pieces of advice was “not to 
put our development ideas and plans on hold”, 
and, to this end, we have started in our attempt to 
make the approach to the church more welcoming 
and wheel-chair accessible, by changing the steps 
into a ramp and the approach made up with 
tarmac. We are in consultation with our chosen 
architect, Scott Wham, to further improve the 
internal layout and comfort level of seating and 
heating, which should make the church a much 
more useable space for a wide range of purposes 
other than just Sunday worship.

Our farewell ceilidh-afternoon service on 19th 
August featured some of Adam’s favourite hymns, 
being sung to the expert accompaniment of 
Simon on the organ and Hazel with her violin. 
Star performances were given by Anne Colledge, 
the Linties, Ewan and David McDonald, Imogen 
and Jane Paterson. The performances were all 
connected by the charming and humorous chat 

between Sir Neil and Adam, based on the theme 
of Desert Island Discs. A superb array of food and 
refreshment was provided by a whole team of 
people “back stage”, and our grateful thanks goes 
to all of them.

Onwards we go, into the unknown in some 
respects, but what is known is that our God, 
through his Spirit, will lead us in the right 
direction.   May He bless us all in this time of 
uncertainty.

Donald Walker 

Finance committee report
Income for 33 weeks to 19 August 2018

Offerings £ 29,138                 
Gift aid tax recovered 10,199                                                                                                               
Other income 7,184   
Investment income 2,670
Total  £49,191

Expenditure for 33 weeks to
19th August 2018 £54,188

As I write this article we are about to enter a 
period of vacancy following the translation of 
the Rev Adam Dillon to Kirkintilloch, St David’s 
Memorial Park Church. Whilst we are sorry to see 
Adam’s departure from our three congregations, 
we wish him every blessing in his new charge.  

The work of our church, however, carries on, and 
I don’t only refer to the work carried out here in 
Moffat St Andrew’s, but also to the work carried 
out throughout our country and also overseas. 
Your support is much appreciated, and it is vital 
that this support continues to allow the Christian 
message to be shared by everyone. We can often 
get too caught up in the financial affairs of our own 
church and, not forgetting that I have previously 
highlighted the deficits over the last few years 
and forecast for a further deficit this year, it is 
good that here at St Andrew’s we continue to 
support good causes  beyond Moffat. 
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Decide in your own heart what to give, without 
reluctance and without compulsion. God loves a 
cheerful giver, not only of money but also of time 
and talents.  It is also important, however, not to 
forget that everything we have is from God and 
for God. This means that all our giving should be 
an act of praise and thanksgiving to God.  Giving, 
to share and spread the good news of God’s 
saving grace, should be especially important to 
us. This is the work of the Church and was the 
message given by Christ to his disciples following 
his resurrection (Matthew 28:16-20). 

Adam Anderson

Property convener’s report

After many years of talking about improvements 
to the church, hall and grounds some of the 

talking has now been implemented.  The kirk 
session analysed all the items outlined in the 
feasibility study undertaken four years ago, and 
deleted some of the suggestions but approved 
others.  An architect has now been appointed to 
take all the approved items to tender stage, and 
a display for the congregation will be arranged 
before implementing the tender.

Some items not requiring architectural detail 
have been implemented.  In particular, the public 
appearance of the church drive was given top 
priority and, in addition to a tarmacadam surface, 
a sandstone plinth covering two steps has been 
incorporated into the front door to the church.  
Accessibility throughout Moffat has been a 
subject of great discussion lately and, as part of 
the improvement aspects, wheelchair users are 
now able to enter the church by the front door.

The plans for a new porch entry to the church hall 
failed to attract some of the Moffat community 
grant money, but the plans remain for future 
funding applications.  Storage space within the 
church hall has, however, been implemented.  
Oak veneer cabinets have been installed below 
the balcony, and I hope that they can be treated 
like your furniture at home and refrain from 
attaching notices, in any way, to the new doors. 

Jim Paterson

The Guild
(serving Moffat and Beattock)

Hello!  From your new convener, Thelma.

First, may I say thank you to Mary for the last 
three years of fun and friendship as convener of 
The Guild.   Our theme for the next three years 
is One Journey, many Roads and, this year, we 
are “Seeking the Way”.  The committee has been 
working on a varied programme, which we hope 
will have things of interest for everyone.

We start the new session on October 9th. For 
those of you who would like to join us, we meet at 
2.30pm in St Andrew’s Church hall on the second 
and third Tuesdays of each month from October 
through to April.

We would love to see some new faces, both male 
and female.  All are welcome, and of course half-
way through the meeting we stop for tea and 
biscuits.   Fellowship and fun are the essence of 
the Guild; come and join us.

Thelma Boncey

From your presbytery deacon
Eco congregation pizza, cake and craft 
night, July 2018
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To turn a pile of milk bottles from an unwanted 
pile of plastic into these, just add children of 
all ages and some food then mix up with craft 
materials and laughter…

Our next event will be after church on Sunday 7th 
October, when we will start our poppy project to 
commemorate the end of the First World War. We 
will be making poppies from plastic bottles.  The 
aim is to have enough poppies to commemorate 
fallen service personnel from all three parishes in 
our linkage.

Sweet reminiscence gala week

On the Wednesday of gala week, the church hall 

was filled with Moffat Gala memorabilia donated 
by the museum, Helen Baker and various other 
folks, which we were thankful for.  Lots of people 
popped in to see themselves and family members 
and friends in galas from years past.  

        

Moffat matinee movies plus Moffat movie 
memories

On Wednesday 12th September, Oklahoma will 
be shown as the first film in our partnership with 
the Old Well Theatre (OWT).  Look out for more 
details in the coming weeks.  We are able to run 
this project thanks to a grant from the Go For It 
fund from the Church of Scotland. There will be a 
minibus available to pick up people from various 
points in the area.  The cost for entry to the 
theatre is £3.

During this year, we are also planning to have 
movie-memory sessions run by Alzheimer 
Scotland in partnership with the church and 
OWT.  The details about these sessions will be 
available soon.

DRAE 2019 assembly fundraiser – The BIG 
Cut! 

As you may know, I am involved in the planning 
group for our DRAE (Diakonia Region Africa 
Europe) Assembly in Edinburgh next year.  As 
individual deacons we have been tasked with 
fundraising to help with the costs of holding 
such an event for 150-plus delegates.  The cost 
to have a delegate for the week is £600, which 
does not include travelling costs.  Some diaconal 
communities do not receive the same financial 
support from their national churches that we 
in Scotland get and therefore need to finance 
coming to these events out of their own pockets.  

So, we are all aiming to raise as much as we can to 
help bring as many deacons as possible, including 
our own Scottish students and probationers. My 
plan is to have my hair chopped off!!!  The date 
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and venue are still to be confirmed, but as well 
as THE cut, I plan to have a raffle and a guess 
the length of the ponytail.  The hair will not be 
wasted as it will be sent to a charity that makes 
wigs for people undergoing cancer treatment.  
This will be done in memory of a friend.  Any 
money raised will be split between DRAE and the 
Veterans’ Garden Project in Dumfries.  Watch out 
for details soon.

Presbytery veterans’ champion

In June this year, I took on the role as veterans’ 
champion.  I am still finding my feet, but would 
like to report on one veterans’ project I have 
visited lately.  The veterans’ garden project 
initially started life out at the walled garden at 
the Leonard Cheshire unit at Carnsalloch.  They, 
the veterans, always knew there was a chance the 
site could be bought at any time, which happened 
in the spring of this year.  After some searching 
and negotiation, they managed to secure a new 
home at the old glasshouses on the Crichton 
Estate. 

The area they were given had been unused and 
unloved for around ten years, as you can see in 
the accompanying photographs.  Thanks to a lot 
of physical labour by the veterans and supporters, 
they have made an amazing difference in only six 
months.  On Saturday 18th August, the garden 
was officially opened by Fiona Armstrong, who 
arrived in style on the back of a motorbike!  The 
veterans also have a breakfast club.  It meets 
once a month on a Saturday morning at 10:30 and 
all ex-service personnel are welcome to attend.

Angela Brydson        

Charity and social 
committee’s report

Our fundraising focus for the first half of 
this year has been the Bankfoot Extension 

project.  We had planned to have a coffee morning 

on March 3rd but, unfortunately, that was cancelled 
due to the bad weather. That seems a long time 
ago, having had one of the best summers for 
weather this year. We rescheduled this event 
for a coffee afternoon in the Town Hall on 
Sunday March 25th. This was exceptionally well 
attended, and with all the generous donations of 
raffle prizes, baking and bric-a-brac, etc allowed 
us to raise £905.88.  

We held an afternoon tea with musical 
entertainment in the church hall in April. We 
were ably entertained by the Linties, a local a 
cappella group, made up of Mary Pattinson, Janet 
Tildesley, Alexis Johnston, Aileen Palmer and 
Katharine Suslak. They sang a series of songs 
which included hits from the Charelles and the 
Everley Brothers.  Anne Colledge also sang a 
series of children’s songs accompanied by Mike 
Stenhouse. Mike provided a musical quiz and 
accompanied the community singing. There was 
also a wonderful spread of food provided by the 
committee. This raised £300.

In June, an ice-cream Sunday was organised 
by Liz and Jeff Brown, which raised a further 
£166.46. This allowed us to present a cheque to 
Bankfoot  for £1455.84.
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Bankfoot fundraising 
C/fwd from flower festival £83.50  
March coffee afternoon 905.88
Afternoon tea 300.00
Ice Cream Sunday in June 166.46
Total £1,455.84

Another ongoing fundraising focus is our support 
for Mary’s Meals. As part of this effort we filled 
backpacks for the Backpack Challenge. We filled 
37 backpacks, and also raised £204.80 for Mary’s 
Meals between March and August.

Mary’s Meals
March coffee, after church £35
March coffee 11
April 26
May 50
Donation 10  
Donations 72.80
Total £204.80

On behalf of the committee, I should like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the success 
of all these fundraising endeavours.  In the next 
few months we will be supporting two of our 
young people, David McDonald and Rhonwen 
Patterson, who are fundraising for trips to Kenya 
and Malawi. One date for your diary is September 
16th, when there will be a car wash and afternoon 
tea in the church hall. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

Anne Gibbard

 Letter from Sheila Dillon
“Through the love of God our saviour, all will be 
well” - words from my favourite hymn. I hear 
myself telling Adam, telling our children, I tell 
our family, our friends and I also tell myself, often, 
“all will be well”. 

Throughout our time in Moffat, we have been 
blessed by the kindness and support shown to us 
as a family and I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a huge thank you to everyone for looking 
after me, Adam and our children through the good 
times and the not-so-good times. The support 
given to us has been immense. I feel privileged 
to have been a part of such a caring and loving 
community. A community who helped us when 
we were down, and a community who celebrated 
with us when things were great.    

As we say our goodbyes, I think of all the 
memories I will cherish. I remember coming to 
visit KJ, St Andrew’s and Wamphray for the first 

time, seeing the manse, which would become our 
home, making new friends, having our fourth (& 
final) baby, watching our children grow and thrive, 
dealing with ill health positively knowing we had 
such great support, our trips to the beautiful 
island of Iona, celebrating gaining my degree and 
everything in between!                 

Ten years ago, we arrived in Moffat with no idea 
if all would be well, but it was, of course.  It was 
meant to be. Clearly, it was God’s plan. I ask 
myself again, now, ‘will all be well?’  And I believe 
it will be, for me, for Adam, for our children, and 
for you, our friends.

Thank you for accepting me, as me, it’s been a 
blast!
Goodbye, for now,
Sheila xx

Presentation to the Rev 
Adam Dillon
A huge thank you for the overwhelming 
response to the collection for Adam’s 
presentation. We presented a beautiful ink 
painting of the interior of St Andrew’s that 
had been painted by Linda Lyons; a Julie 
Dumbarton print, titled “Guide Me Home”; 
and a voucher for Manse Interiors. We also 
presented a necklace to Sheila, and had 
a “Moffat” theme for the children’s gifts: 
“sheep” for the girls, earrings for Rebekah, 
a cuddly sheep for Isabella and classic-car 
pictures for the boys, along with children’s 
season tickets for Partick Thistle matches.  
The gifts won’t stop there.  We intend to 
take Adam a notebook and pen to present 
at his induction (since he mentioned 
on Desert Island Discs that that would 
be his luxury item!), and also a set of 
mugs depicting the interiors of the three 
churches for him to use in his new office!

Finally, there is a book of messages going 
round all the churches over the next few 
Sundays, and will be placed in the Toffee 
Shop from the 3rd-10th September for 
anyone who wishes to leave a message 
for Adam and the family. This will also be 
given to Adam at his induction at St David’s.   
Many thanks, 

Fiona Paton
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Little Stars toddler group

Although we are all sad to hear that the Dillons 
are moving north again, we give thanks for 

the presence of the family over the last ten years, 
and for their involvement in  various groups and 
activities both in and out of  church.  (Sheila and 
Sarah were the key people to extend the toddlers’ 
group to Fridays, and this has kept going ever 
since.)

Last Sunday, in Moffat, Jeff Brown said a moving 
prayer on the Dillons, giving thanks for the 
family, and quoting from Galatians 5 regarding 
the character of Jesus, which we hope to see 
in those who believe in Him, namely, love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control, all of which were 
evident in this special family.  We pray that they 
will soon feel totally at home in Kirkintilloch 
in a new family, but all part of the same family 
of believers wherever we are and wherever we 
worship.

As always, our thanks go to the Moffat 
childminders, Sarah, Shona and Suzie, who have 
faithfully supported the groups week by week as 
well as running the Wednesday group. 

We welcome everyone back again to Little Stars 
every Monday and Friday during term time, from 
9.30-11.30am,  grandparents, parents, carers, and 
children! Come for as long, or as short, a time as 
you wish!

Ann, Liz, Sylvia, Margo and Sarah

Traidcraft

It is with regret that I shall be closing the 
Traidcraft stall, which Bob and I have been 

running for the last two years.  There has been a 
marked decrease in sales in the last few months 
due, I think, to cheaper availability elsewhere.

Our present stock is about to go out of date, and 
to replace these items would cost between £100-
200. This, added to what costs we have already 
incurred, will bring our losses to between £250-
300, an amount we cannot justify and which is 
expected to get worse over time. 

We do not intend closing our account with 
Traidcraft as we do have regular customers for 
tea, coffee, etc.   We are more than happy to fulfil 
any requests for any items from anyone; just give 
us a week’s notice.  Many thanks to those who 
have supported us in the past. Pat Brown

 Dr AS Sharkey
In 2016, following her decision to give up 
being a GP and to enter the ministry of the 
Church of Scotland, Sonia agreed to write 
a series of articles describing the pathway 
from general practice to the pulpit. 

The firsts of these articles appeared in 
the spring edition (No. 123) of The Link.  
Since then, Sonia has delivered a piece 
for each of the subsequent issues of the 
magazine and has now completed her 
pathway series.  Despite a busy schedule 
of university assignments, long and arduous 
dissertations, Sunday preaching duties and 
weekend seminars, let alone house hunting, 
Sonia has delivered each contribution on 
time.  It is a noteworthy achievement and 
I am greatly appreciative of her efforts.   I 
should like to thank her very much for 
honouring her commitment so capably, and 
for doing so with such good grace.

I know the series has given much delight to 
our readers, who read of her journey with 
interest and awaited each instalment with 
pleasure.  She has now graduated from the 
University of Glasgow with a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree (BD) and has taken up a 
probationary charge in Bishopbriggs. 

In future, I hope Sonia might feel disposed 
to write an occasional piece about her 
experiences and of her new life as a doctor-
turned-minister. Whether she agrees to 
do so or not doesn’t matter.  We shall be 
thinking of her, and wish her well.

Editor

Registers
Baptisms
Campbell Paterson, son of Seonaid and Ryan 
Paterson, on 17th June at MSA
Lewis Wilson, son of Gemma and Kevin Wilson, 
on 1st July at MSA

Weddings
Barry Cranstoun and Ashleigh Fraser, on 29th 
June at MSA
Steven Bogle and Nicola Malcolm, on 30th June at 
Crichton Memorial
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Deaths
Sheila Henry, Burnfoot, Ecclefechan, on 28th 
March
William Goudie, Old Carlisle Road, on 28th March
Geraldine Darlington, Beechgrove, on 15th April
Sarah Crossan, Mossdale, on 21st April
May McCulloch, Bankfoot, on 5th May
Robert Little, Golf View Drive, on 27th May
Derek Printer, Ettrick Drive, on 7th July
Margaret Moffat, Chapelview Gardens, on 22nd 
July
Carol Mundell, Lawesknowe Cottage, on 2nd 
August

Congregational roll

We extend a warm welcome to the 
undernoted new member who has joined 

our congregation:

Cheryl Farholm, Claremont, Hartfell Crescent, 
Moffat, who has joined us from Kirkurd and 
Newlands.

Douglas Smith

 

Sept 16 Artificial flowers
 23 Mrs M Blacklock, Craiglynne
 30 Mrs A Colledge, 1 North Park
Oct        7     Miss M Gibson, 3 Millmeadows
 14 Mrs M Buchanan, Clare Cottage
 21 Mrs P Booth, 17 Meadow Bank
 28 Miss E Roberts, 1West Park 
Estate
Nov  4 Mrs A Murray, 6 Mansfield Place
 11 Mrs J Crawford, Falcon Cottage
 18 Mrs A Colledge, 1 North Park 
 25 Miss I Minto, 3 The Glebe
Dec 2 Mrs E Montgomerie, Jedburgh
 8 Christmas decorations
 16 “                 “
 23 “                 “
 30 “                 “
Jan 5 Dismantle decorations

I hope that you have enjoyed our glorious summer 
and that you are now looking forward to autumn 
with all its beautiful colours. My very best wishes 
for this lovely season.          

Anne Colledge

     

Hire of church hall
Mr Keith Towers has taken on the duty of 
being responsible for letting the church hall. 
If anyone is interested in hiring the hall, Mr 
Towers can be contacted on 0780 883 6199.

Please contact him before writing on the 
calendar in order to avoid double bookings.

Sunday night live
Date Speaker Notes
Sept

2 Andrew Sharp
Charis Bible 
College, 
Dumfries

9
Barry and Karen 
Hawthorn

Penrith

16 Tom Jones
Holy 
Communion

23 Francis and Jacqui McFaul Dumfries
30 Brian McKenzie Dumfries
Oct
7 John Robertson Lockerbie

14 The Rev Tom Bonnar
Sanquhar
Congre-
gation

21 Bert McKaig Falkirk
28 Jack Ritchie Lanark
Nov
4 John Robertson Lockerbie

11 The Rev Alisdair Purse
Dumfries 
Baptist

18 Janis Moffat Moffat
25 Fiona McLean Moffat

Fiona McLean
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Areas of responsibility and those in charge

Bookstall Mrs Marjorie Blakesley                                    220196

Church cleaning Mr Donald Walker 220707   

Church flowers Mrs Anne Colledge 220446

Coffee mornings Mrs Dorothy Paterson 220299

Discoverers Mrs Fiona Paton 220164

Finance committee Mr Adam Anderson 221164   

Free-will offering Miss Margaret Gibson 220758

Gift aid Mrs Anne Sanders 222850

Guild president Mrs Thelma Boncey 300613   

Hall lets Mr Keith Towers 0780 883 6199

Crèche and junior church rota Vacant 

Keeper of the congregational roll Mr Douglas Smith 220685                                                        

Life and Work, and “The Link”  Mr Richard Faulkner 221598

Organist Mr Simon Hyslop 01387 247457

Musical director Ms Kate Durran 222742

Pastoral care Mr Jeff Brown 220475

Property committee Mr James Paterson 220299

Session clerk Mr Donald Walker  220707

Treasurer Mrs Anne Sanders 222850 

Toddlers’ group Mrs Ann Walker 220707  

Editor “The Link” Mr Arthur Rankin (tarankin13@yahoo.com) 220043
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Church diary

Recurring events 
Sunday                  11.15am  Morning worship  
 11.15am Junior church and crèche 
                   11.15am &7pm  Discoverers’ group School term only                    
   
  Coffee - after service Every Sunday
  Bookstall & Fair Trade 1st Sunday each month

Monday 9.30am Parents and toddlers School term only

Tuesday 2.30pm Guild 2nd /4th Tues,
   October - Easter    
  
Friday 9.30am Parents and toddlers School term only  

  Note: smaller, informal Communions will be held after our
  normal services on the last Sunday of each month.

Special services and events
 11.15am Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday,  23rd September, MSA
 11.15am Communion Sunday,  28th October, MSA
 11.15am Remembrance Sunday Sunday,  11th November MSA   
 11.30pm Watchnight service Monday  24th December, MSA
 11.15am  Christmas Day service Tuesday, 25th December, MSA

Notes: 
Christmas Eve, 24th December 2018
All three churches, normal morning services.



13

KIRKPATRICK JUXTA PARISH CHURCH
(Charity registration number: SCO05701)

OFFICE BEARERS

Session Clerk Mrs Mary Brown
Treasurer  Martin Brown

Kirk session and office bearers
Kirk session: Mr David Boncey, Mr Martin 
Brown, Mrs Mary Brown, Mr Graham Gardiner, 
Mr Peter Newsome and Mrs June Porter.

Church officer: Mr Peter Newsome

Fabric convener:  Mr Martin Brown

Treasurer:  Mr Martin Brown

Organist:  Mrs Nancy Anderson

Life and Work Magazine: Mrs Fay Paterson

Christian aid: Mrs Thelma Boncey

World Church representative:  Mrs June Porter

Gift aid:  Mr Peter Newsome

Flower convener:  Mrs Mary Brown

Sunday club:  Mrs Mary Brown (superintendent), 
Mr Martin Brown, Mrs Susan Jones and Mrs June 
Porter

Social/fund-raising committee: Mr Martin 
Brown, Mrs Mary Brown and Mrs June Porter

From the session clerk

At three o’clock in the morning with your mind 
fully awake and buzzing with ideas, plans and 

words, but your body still at rest, you start to 
wonder, why?   I have had one or two nights like 
that recently, and during the strange half-awake, 
half-asleep state I planned my article for this 
magazine and also the theme for my comments 
to Adam on his last Sunday service at this church.  
I then went on to think about how amazing, yet 
comparatively small and compact our brain is.  
Consider all it does:  the hub of our five senses, 
memory, movement, emotions, etc.  All this in 
something small enough to hold in one’s hands.

At the moment, my bedtime reading is Sally 
Magnusson’s book Where Memories Go.  I heard 
Sally being interviewed by Hugh Pym during the 
General Assembly, when she spoke about why 

she wrote the book, which follows her mother’s 
journey through Alzheimer’s. I felt drawn to read 
it.

It is a very personal book, where the reader 
shares so many of the emotions Sally experienced 
and the insight into how this dreaded illness 
changes people from a loving family member to 
someone we do not recognise, and they do not 
recognise us.  Sally has researched so much 
background into this illness,, like when it was first 
identified and the early treatments, etc.  I am sure 
we all know someone who has been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s, they may be part of our family, 
or part of close friends’ families or neighbours.  
Wherever we encounter Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
a feeling of helplessness is experienced, even to 
the point of finding it hard to know what to pray 
for.

In our church we have folk dealing with a family 
member with Alzheimer’s, and here is a poem/
prayer by Alex Booth, which says it all:

I went to see my brother Bob today,
But his mind has gone away,
I’d hoped he’d say “Alright lad?”
But he just said “Go away”

I said the kids love their Uncle Bob,
And hoped that he might say,
“And I love them too lad”.
But he just said “Go away”

I caressed his shoulder and held his hand,
And said, “I love you more than words can say”
But with frightened eyes, lost and alone,
He pushed my hand away.

The tears poured down my face today,
My brother’s mind has gone away,
He doesn’t know us anymore,
O help LORD, I pray. 

Mary Brown
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The Rev Adam Dillon’s leaving 
to a new call
Last Sunday saw us at KJ saying our farewell to 
our well-loved minister, who has been called to 
another parish in Kirkintilloch, north of Glasgow.  
Tributes were offered by Mary Brown, the session 
clerk, and David Boncey during a shortened 
morning service.

Adam told us a bit about his life over the past 
ten years of his ministry with us, and his reasons 
for leaving us earlier than he had desired.  It is 
indeed a very strange, and perhaps startling, 
moment when one realises that God is calling 
you to up sticks, and go somewhere else other 
than where you want to stay.  It often means 
leaving those you love and cherish, along with 
the upheaval of moving house, changing doctors, 
paper shops, schools and, in Sheila’s case, jobs.  
Martin Brown presented him with a clock and a 
model of the church on behalf of us all.

I know Adam ignored the call several times, but 
God is the stronger and Adam quite rightly has 
answered the call as did Samuel, “Here I am 
Lord, you called me,” and like the two fishermen 
left their boats and followed Jesus, leaving behind 
the much-loved family.

I know I can speak on behalf of the people of KJ, 
and wish Adam and all the family every blessing 
in their new call and hope that settling in will not 
be too difficult. I know having spoken to two of 
the children that they are excited about their new 
life.  You will be sorely missed dear friend and 
brother, but know that God will be with you.

David Boncey

Dates for the diary- 2018
Sept 29th Decorating the church 2.30pm, all 

helpers welcome

 30th Harvest festival 9.45am

Nov 11th Remembrance Sunday  9.45am

Nov 18th Holy Communion 9.45am

Dec 24th Carol service 7pm

Five go a-walking!
Our sponsored walk this year took the usual route 
from the village hall down to the roundabout, back 

up the cycle path, through the church yard, then 
back through the village to the hall, where we 
were greeted with cups of tea, scones, jam and 
cream, and many other assorted cakes. There was 
a small gathering of folk already tucking into the 
goodies, but luckily there was plenty to go round 
and some to take home as well. We thank those 
supporters who paid for their cream tea in lieu 
of doing the walk. Although there were only five 
walkers this year and two dogs, our sponsorship 
was very good. We thank the Friday Club for 
their wonderful support of Fred Lockerbie in 
the sum of £145. Our church members were 
very generous and, as always, friends and family 
played their part. To date we have raised £580 (if 
anyone has a spare £1 or £2, we might make it to 
a nice round £600!)   

Mary Brown

Flower rota
Sept 2nd  Mrs F Paterson
 9th  Mrs I Borthwick
 16th  Mrs M Porteous
 23rd  - 
 30th  Mr P Newsome - 
  Harvest festival
Oct 7th  Mrs Jean Aitcheson
 14th  Mrs M Holmes
 21st  Mrs M Watson
 28th  Mr & Mrs A Shuttleworth

Nov 4th  -
 11th  Mrs J Printer - 
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  Remembrance Sunday
 18th  Mrs M Braid
 25th  Mrs M Rogerson 

Dec 2nd Christmas decorations - Advent 1
 19th   “ “ Advent 2
 16th   “ “ Advent 3
 23rd   “ “ Advent 4
 30th   “ “

I should like to thank all of you for the donations 
of flowers and money, which

enabled fresh flowers to be provided every Sunday 
in our church. Afterwards,

they go to someone known to our congregation.   
Also, my thanks to those who do their own floral 
arrangements and to those who help with the 
arranging during the year.

Mary Brown

Beattock lunch club
Our lunch club starts again on Thursday 6th 
September, meeting at 12noon in the village hall.  
The lunch costs £2.50 for which you get a bowl of 
soup, a filled roll, and a selection of cakes, tea or 
cof-fee.   There is no age limit and you don’t have 
to live in Beattock to attend; just come along and 
enjoy a lunch and a good chat.  There are board 
games to play after lunch if you are not rushing 
off home.  During the year we have a Christmas 
dinner, and a Burns Night lunch, plus an outing in 
the summer time. 

On behalf of the lunch club chairman and 
committee.  

Musical journey
On Wednesday 11th July at 6am, Thelma and 
I boarded a bus in Corby, Northamptonshire, 
to travel to Holland.  The reason was to go 
to the Andre Rieu concert in Maastricht. We 
travelled with Newmarket holidays. The bus was 
comfortable, the driver was excellent, and so was 
the tour manageress or hostess, whatever you 
like to call her. Both had a great sense of humour 
and were the very fountain of knowledge.  We 
arrived at Veldhoven about 7.30pm to find the 
hotel was huge with something like 900 rooms. 
It took us five minutes to walk from reception 
to our room.   It used to be a nunnery, then a 
school, then a conference centre, and now it is a 

hotel with education and conference facilities.  It 
was situated in a lovely wooded estate with nice 
walks.

On Thursday, we visited Amsterdam some two 
hours’ drive north.  It is lovely city with old 
streets, buildings and canals. The best way to 
get a flavour of the city is to take a canal-boat 
trip. We had an hour-and-a-half trip, which was 
worth every penny of the £19, including a special 
cookie. A great day and well worth the visit.

On Friday, we visited Maastricht, an hour-and-
a-half drive south and arrived after lunch.   It is 
a fascinating city. It was market day on the first 
square we visited and the place was huge. The 
traders had to be finished by 4pm and cleared by 
6pm, when all the buses were then parked. The 
square was filled with buses.

The concert started at 9pm just as it was 
getting dark. The atmosphere was great for the 
appearance of a very famous man and his Johan 
Strauss orchestra, the only privately-owned 
orchestra in Europe, and probably in the world.   
Yes, the concert was great, the company was 
great, too, with 8,000 people seated in the square 
all waiting for superb music, and we got it. The 
great variety of music, some excellent soloists, 
both vocal and instrumental, mixed in with some 
lovely stories from Andre, all combined to make 
for an excellent evening and experience.  We 
got to bed about 2am; the concert finished about 
11.45p, and then 90 minutes back to the hotel.

On Saturday morning we enjoyed a lovely walk 
through the woods till lunchtime, then a trip 
to Antwerp, another 90 minutes away. It was 
another lovely city, though we did not have 
enough time to explore it.  We had a short journey 
on a land train, a meal, and then back on the bus 
to Veldhoven. It was really not worth it and, 
knowing what I know now, I would not have gone 
to Antwerp but stayed and did the twenty-minute 
walk into the village of Veldhoven, situated five 
kilometres north of Eindhoven.

On Sunday we began the journey home, leaving 
about 8am and arriving back in Corby at 8.30pm. 
From Calais to Veldhoven to Amsterdam, 
Maastricht and Antwerp, it was all motorway.  In 
sum, it was a wonderful experience, but tiring 
considering that in five days we had travelled for 
36 hours by bus and ferry.  But it was worth it for 
the concert!

David Boncey  
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WAMPHRAY PARISH CHURCH
(Charity registration number: SCO07536)

OFFICE BEARERS

Session Clerk Mrs Helen Braid
Clerk to Congregational Board   Mrs Linda McMinn 
Treasurer   Mrs Sheila Thomson

Introduction

As we write for the autumn edition of The 
Link, it seems like the end of the summer 

is almost upon us.  However, we can be thankful 
to have had such a long and sun-blessed spell 
this year.  It’s just a pity that we could not 
please everyone; the lack of rain meant that 
most farmers were struggling for grass. As in a 
previous issue, when we were praying for the 
farmers during the hard, cold, lambing season, we 
are now praying that they will find the means to 
deal with the heatwave.

By the time you read these notes, we will have 
said our farewells to Adam, Sheila and family 
and, although we are very sorry to see them 
go, we wish them all the very best in their new 
community.  Adam will be a hard act to follow, but 
I’m sure there is someone out there who will step 
up to the plate. 

We in Wamphray send our thoughts and prayers 
to Wullie Dalziel, Margaret and his extended 
family as he battles with cancer.  It’s a struggle 
which, thankfully, is being beaten more regularly 
now than ever before.  I’m sure our friends in 
Moffat and Beattock will join us with prayer.

Fundraising
Since the last issue of The Link, we have raised 
the following amounts for church funds.

March whist drive - £   115.00
April whist drive - 155.00
Car wash and teas - 730.00
          Total £1,000.00

This is another fantastic total, up by £300 on the 
same time last year.  I am amazed at the whist 
drive monthly totals, the highest so far being 
£155 in April.  Thank you so much to our circle 
of friends who attend each winter-month event.

Receipts from the car wash and teas were also 
well up on last year.  So a big ‘thank you’ to Wullie 
Dalziel, who co-ordinates the car wash, and his 
trusty helpers Kenny Thomson, Gordon Stewart, 
Fergus McCubbin, Kevin Cowan, James McMinn, 
David Johnstone, Jamie Kirkland, Todd Hampson 
and Mackenzie Cowan.  They all worked tirelessly 
throughout the afternoon.  Of course the car wash 
is only half of the afternoon’s activities, with tea, 
coffee and home-made cakes and scones on sale in 
the hall.  In addition, there were the usual stalls of 
home-baking, raffle and tombola.  As always, the 
ladies of the church pulled out all the stops, and 
our thanks go to Sheila Thomson, Linda McMinn, 
Helen Braid, Ann Braid, Flora Stewart, Margaret 
Dalziel, Liz Harper, Mary Scott, Lorna Sloan, 
Veronica McNeish and Lyn Scott for all their 
assistance in the hall.  What a team!  As usual, 
all the clients were kept  happy while they waited 
for their cars.  So once again it was another very 
successful period of fundraising, which we hope 
everyone enjoyed.  We extend our thanks to all 
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who helped, but of course the biggest ‘thank you’ 
must go to all who attended the various events 
and gave so generously.

Tea and coffee fund
The donations to the after-service tea and coffee 
fund for the period January to March raised £100 
and was donated to Moffat Mountain Rescue.  The 
period April to June raised £100 and was donated 
to Rebekah Dillon (Kenya Build a Home).  July 
to September donations will be given to Monday 
Club, Town Hall, Moffat.

Future fundraising events
September 23rd  - Sponsored walk/cycle
  leaving the village hall
  at 1pm September
September 28th - Whist drive in village hall at
  7.30pm
October 26th - Whist drive  “      “        “      
November 30th - Whist drive  “      “        “   

Christian Aid
The total raised in Wamphray’s door-to-door 
collection was £143.07. As at the 23 May 2018, 
the total for all three churches was £3,700, which 
does not include Gift Aid.  It’s not everyone’s 
cup of tea going door-to-door asking people to 
donate (me included). However, when you see 
the amount of money Christian Aid would lose 
if we didn’t undertake this task it makes it all 
worthwhile.

Baptism
On Sunday the 12 August 2018, the baptism took 
place of Kallum Jack Jones, son of Mark Jones 
and Ellie Laidlaw, grandson of Robin and Sandra 
Laidlaw, Kirkhill, Wamphray.  The service was 
conducted by the Rev Adam Dillon.

Future services
September 23rd Harvest Thanksgiving at 10am
 Vases of flowers would 

be appreciated by church 
members and gifts of tinned 
goods and packets of non-

perishable food would be most 
welcome.

October 7th Communion service at 
10am

November 11th Remembrance service at 
10.55am

 (100th anniversary of the end 
of the 1914-18 War)

Gift for the church
Mary Starkey has kindly donated her wedding 
china to the church.  This was a very generous 
gesture and much appreciated by all members.  
Thank you, Mary.

Millennium award
On 1 April 2018, the award was presented to 
Fergus McCubbin.  Fergus, in his own words, 
came to Wamphray in February 2014 looking for a 
quieter life after spending most of his married life 
in a very busy town.  Renovating Coomb Burn, 
then continuing with his painting and decorating 
business had become his priorities, but he was 
always more than happy to help with village 
and parish projects as the community here in 
Wamphray is very friendly.

Well, the community took him up on his kind 
offer, and he has renovated and painted all the 
village hall windows, and did a great job on 
our church windows as well.  He is now on 
the community council and also on the carpet-
bowling club committee.  He supports all the 
church fundraising events: whist, car wash, 
sponsored cycle and ceilidh; he’s even dancing 
now!  Nothing is too much trouble for Fergus, 
who is certainly an asset to the community.  He 
is a very worthy recipient of this award.
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Death
It is with sadness that we record the death of 
Dorah Mundell on the 13 March 2018.  Dorah 
was Wamphray through and through.  Born 
at Langside, she ran the post office and shop 
and then the Red House Hotel throughout her 
working life.  She really was a remarkable woman, 
and not much happened in Wamphray without 
Dorah knowing about it.

She spent the war years in The Woman’s Royal 
Army Corps and was a founder member of the 
Dumfries branch of the Woman’s Royal Army 
Corps Association.  Dorah, who was 92, would 
be happy that she died not having had to spend 
too long without her cousin and lifelong friend, 
Chrissie Parkinson.

Flower list
October 7th Laura Thomson
 14th Elizabeth Jane Wilson
 21st Margaret Shearer
 28th Lorna Sloan
November 4th Mary Starkey
 11th Remembrance Day 

(Mandy Welbourne, 
please)

 18th Flora Stewart
 25th Linda McMinn
December 2nd Advent
 9th Advent
 16th Advent
 23rd Advent
 30th Christmas decorations
January 6th Helen Braid
 13th Lynne Thomson
 20th Denise Dempster
 27th Rosemary Cowan

Minden Day
To all King’s Own Scottish Borderers in the area, 
I hope you had a happy Minden Day on the 1st 
August.  It was on this date in 1759 that The 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers won immortal 
glory.  They plucked roses from the gardens of 
Minden on the advance into battle and put them 
in their headgear. We, as part of the Minden 
regiments, wear roses in our headdress on this 
proud day.  ‘Once a Borderer Always a Borderer’

The Regimental Collect
O Lord, without whom our labour is but lost, 
and all our watching is in vain, grant that the 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers may ever trust 
in thy true religion and endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Him who bore the cross, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.   Amen.
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Sunday Night Live
Ecumenical Christian

Praise & Worship
Every Sunday at St John’s Church Hall

7.30pm – 8.30pm
Open to all

Moffat Bouncy Castles
for all ages, and

Sumo Suits for adults and children
Penalty shoot-out;  Corporate Event/Sports Coaching

Contact David Fairholm
Tel: (H) 01683 478367; (M) 07729 911294

E-mail: dafairholm@aol.com
www.westlinton.org.uk/sport/bouncy-castle-hire

St Andrew’s Church Guild
COME AND JOIN US

We meet in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
every month between October and March.

We are a friendly group and enjoy welcoming new 
members.   So join us for an afternoon with prayer, 
speakers, sharing ideas, and tea and friendly chat.

Contact: Mary 01683 300451

A. H. BORTHWICK
Plumbing & Heating Engineers

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 9RA
Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 663841
email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com

www.ahborthwick.co.uk
VAT registration no. 617325157

J MARSHALL
Roofing and Property

Maintenance, Service and Repairs
Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof

01683 248174 (H)  07588 888553 (M)
Duncan Drive, Moffat

Email: josephmarshall@live.co.uk

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES
Unit 9, Holm Estate

Ballplay Road
Moffat

DG10 9JU

The professional, caring, dignified service

Tel: 01683 220117
(24 hours)

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat  
The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide

(Guiness Book of Records)  
Family run
Real ales

Sunday roast
1st class accommodation

Homemade food served all day 
The small hotel with the BIG welcome

www.famousstarhotel.co.uk                            Tel:01683 220156

Advertising 
Space

Available

Advertising 
Space

Available

Advertising 
Space

Available

Advertising 
Space

Available

Advertising 
Space

Available
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For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 
Afternoon Teas, try

THE RUMBLIN TUM
HIGH STREET, MOFFAT.

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pastries, Scones with 
butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads and baked potatoes with a variety 

of fillings.
To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies.

MOFFAT
TOFFEE SHOP
LARGE SELECTION OF

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY
CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD

also
PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF SERMON

Moffat, Dumfriesshire DG10 9HL
Tel: 01683 220039  Fax: 01683 221288

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd.
Proprietor: R. J. Little

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 9DP.
Tel: 01683 220065
Fax: 01683 221621

J&W DONALDSON
BLACKSMITHS

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG
TEL. (01683) 220321

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork
Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, service and repairs

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire
Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burning Stoves

SOLWAY PRINT Tel. 01387 262960

ROBERT J. CURRIE
Blacksmith and Agricultural Engineer

Electric and Mobile Welding

Burnside Smithy, Station Road,
Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU.

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600
Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895

Ironmongery • Wrought Iron Work (Gates and Rails) • Calor Gas Stockist

Moffat House Hotel

MANSE INTERIORS
High Street, MOFFAT DG10 9DL

Tel: 01683 221676
mansefurnishings@gmail.com

FOR QUALITY FURNISHINGS 
AND ACCESSORIES

Paul G. Sharkey
DSA Approved Driving Instructor

Pass Plus, Motorway Driving
Advanced Driving

Tel: 01683 221738 Mobile: 07740 502469

The Motor Schools Association of Great Britain DAVID F PATON
Agricultural Engineer and Garden Machinery Dealer

Established 1969
HYDRO GARAGE, MOFFAT,

DUMFRIESSHIRE, SCOTLAND, DG10 9RU
Tel: 01683 220025  Fax:  01683 221209

VAT REG No: 264 0369 64

Email:mf35x@aol.com  www.davidfpaton.co.uk

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-quality ingredients
Award winning bakers

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201
Your only local Scottish family bakers

Find us on Facebook

THE  MOFFAT FOOT CLINIC
Comprehensive foot care including corn/callous and verrucae 
treatment; nail cutting; diabetes assessment and treatment; 
relief from heel pain; gait analysis and orthotics (insoles)

Evening appointments and house visits available

Anne F Knox 2 Holm Street                                                                                                      
BSc; DPodM; MChS  Moffat                                   
HCPC Registered Podiatrist  01683 222796                                                                                                                                      


