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The Linked Parish Churches of  

Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

Moffat St Andrew’s 

and 

Wamphray 

 O
u

r V
isio

n
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from? My help comes from 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth      Psalm 121 

 

OUR SHARED VISION 

• To nurture and express our Christian faith in our Churches, communities and the wider world  

 by developing our understanding of Christ’s teaching and what it means to be a Christian. 

 by demonstrating Christ’s love through serving and supporting all those in need. 

 by embracing all in a caring, compassionate and welcoming spirit. 

 by actively reaching out and engaging with people of all ages and sharing God’s word. 

• To recognise and meet our challenges 

 by working together with our Minister to ensure that our Church life, worship and 

engagement is relevant and meaningful in a rapidly changing society. 

 by seeking to grow our Church family. 
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Our Minister 
 

We are seeking someone to work with us and lead us in realising our shared vision and in 

meeting the specific challenges that this entails. We look forward to developing a warm and 

mutually supportive relationship and benefiting from the particular insights and contributions 

that our new Minister will bring.  

Our three Kirk Sessions have confirmed the decision to depart from Act 1, 2015 (Ministers and 

Deacons in Civil Partnerships and Same Sex Marriages Act) in order to permit the induction of a 

Minister who is in a civil partnership or same sex marriage. 

 

 

In scale Moffat St Andrew’s is the largest of the 

three churches and is linked to the smaller – but 

just as special – churches of Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

and Wamphray Parishes. All three church 

buildings are outstanding in design and 

character. The congregations take pride in the 

fabric of these iconic buildings while recognising 

their prime importance as centres of Christian 

action and engagement. 

Our Church Buildings 

Moffat St Andrew’s 

Kirkpatrick-Juxta Wamphray Parish 
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The M74 Motorway (English Border to Glasgow) is a mile from Moffat and close to the villages of Beattock 

and Wamphray. The A701 (Dumfries to Edinburgh) touches the edge of Beattock and passes through Moffat. 

Glasgow and Edinburgh are a little over an hour from Moffat by car and Carlisle is some 45 minutes away.  

There is a railway station at Lockerbie, 15 miles from Moffat, providing links primarily to Glasgow, Edinburgh, 

Carlisle and London. St Andrew’s Church occupies a central position in the town of Moffat. Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

Church is 3 miles from Moffat on the outskirts of the village of Beattock. Wamphray Church is located some 8 

miles south of Moffat. 
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Our Location 

Moffat St 

Andrew’s 

Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

Wamphray Parish 

DG10 9NF 
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This is a distinctive “A” listed building of national significance, built of local 

red sandstone, with an attached hall. It is the largest parish church in 

South West Scotland and its red sand stone tower is a feature of the south 

western entrance to Moffat. 

As the result of a generous legacy from a former member, work is in progress to carry out structural, services 

and ground improvements. This has already led to an upgrade to the front entrance to make the Church fully 

accessible to all. Consideration is also being given to the possible options for internal works to meet future 

needs. These options are at a preliminary design stage and have yet to be considered in detail by the Kirk 

Session and the congregation. It would be hoped that the new Minister would be in a position to engage fully 

in this process. 

Finance 

As a result of a substantial legacy some 5 years ago 

we have investments of over £400,000, together 

with an investment property which is currently let 

on a long term basis. While our accounts have 

recorded deficits over the past few years, these have 

been funded from the legacy funds. A substantial 

portion of the deficits related to property matters, 

including renovations to the dwelling house, which 

was part of the legacy. We will be embarking on a 

Stewardship campaign to encourage members to 

review their offerings with a view to reducing/

eliminating the deficit and at the same time reviewing our expenditure and ensuring the maximum return on 

our investments. Detailed accounts are included within the Appendix to this document. 

St Andrew’s 

Poppy Waterfall created by Moffat Academy pupils and donated to St Andrew’s. 
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This beautiful white-harled Parish Church on the outskirts of Beattock was founded in 1799. It has a country     

setting with the added feature of 18th and 19th century stone monuments and headstones in its grounds.  

Kirkpatrick-Juxta Parish Church has been a place of worship since 1174, when the land was gifted to the Bishop 

of Glasgow by Robert the Bruce. There have been several churches built and re-built on this site. The current 

church was erected in 1799 for the cost of £230.1s 10d and was the original settlement village in the area. In the 

1850’s the railway was built with a station at Beattock, where a new village established itself, thus giving the 

village a different name to the Parish. The “Kirk in the Midst”, as it has been called, has sustained worship and 

fellowship for 844 years. With many old gravestones it is a source of much interest for those tracing back their 

ancestors and family trees. 

We are active in the village school, lunch club, Prayer Shawl Ministry and fundraising for charities including 

Christian Aid, Hands at Work in Africa, Shoebox Appeal and Church of Scotland HIV Programme. We are also 

active members of the Guild. 

We look forward to a positive future in our roll of leading 

and promoting Christian Worship and Fellowship in our 

Parish. 

Finance 

Kirkpatrick-Juxta Church continues to pay its way as part 

of the linkage. We had excess income over expenditure 

to 2018 of £570 and a bank balance to December 2018 of 

£4312. Funds held at 121 George St are currently at a 

market value of £55,141 and our budget for 2019 has 

contingency for additional cost due to vacancy. Detailed 

accounts are included within the Appendix to this 

document. 

Kirkpatrick-Juxta 
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Wamphray 

The Church is near the village of Newton, it’s set in the tranquil Wamphray Glen surrounded by wildlife and 

beautiful countryside. It is an old classic Parish Church, built in 1834, faithfully tended and cared for.  

In the historic graveyard lie a Doctor to the Tsars of Russia, an important Past Moderator of the General 

Assembly and The Rev. Archibald Charteris, a son of Wamphray. He was Moderator in 1892 and his legacy is 

the creation of the Life and Work magazine, the foundation of the Woman’s Guild and the restoration of the 

position of Deacon to the ministries of the church. 

Fundraising 

After Sunday services tea/coffee donations go to four different charities 

annually. We collect for Christian Aid and Poppy Scotland. Donations for 

Women’s Aid and First Base Food Bank are gathered for use locally. 

Community and social engagement is important to us, with events such as 

bike rides, car washes, whist drives and ceilidhs.  

Finance 

Wamphray pays its share due as part of the linkage of the stipend and contributions, and we are not an aid 

receiving church in any way. In this year’s accounts 

(year ending 31 Dec 2018) we had a slight deficit of 

£991 due to the fabric expense of the repair of the 

Church bell. This is the first deficit for many years. There 

are no major items of expense in 2019, therefore we 

anticipate a return to a surplus position. At the end of 

the year the Church held unrestricted cash funds 

totalling £25,812. Detailed accounts are included within 

the Appendix to this document. 
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The Manse 

Rear Outlook 

The Manse of the linked charge is a seven apartment modern villa built in 2001 within a pleasant, neighbourly  

development of the same period. It is located on the outskirts of Moffat, approximately half a mile from St 

Andrew’s Church in ready proximity to Moffat Academy and the town centre. It is maintained jointly by the 

congregations to a high standard in full consultation with the residing family. 
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The Manse (Floorplan) 

En-suite 
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Sitting Room 



 

Our Worship 

 

The current arrangements for worship are that the Minister conducts worship each Sunday at St Andrew’s 

Moffat and either Kirkpatrick-Juxta or Wamphray. On the Sundays when the Minister is not at Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

or Wamphray the services at these Churches are normally conducted by one of the four Readers from within 

our congregations. Service times are Kirkpatrick-Juxta 9.45 am, Wamphray 10.00 am and St. Andrew’s 11.15 

am. Services are held on average once per month in both Bankfoot and Singleton Park Residential Homes, 

shared with other churches in the town. 

 

Special services are held in each of the Churches 

throughout the year to mark the various festivals, 

including Harvest, Remembrance, Services of 

Reflection, Holy Week and Easter, along with special 

arrangements for Christmas Services. 

 

Each Church has two individual Communion Services 

and additionally participates in two shared 

Communion Services per annum. 
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Our Congregational Life and Activity 

St Andrew’s 

The members of each of the three congregations are genuine, friendly, interested, supportive and warm 

hearted. 

The inter-church relationships are strong and mutually supportive. Our new Minister can expect to be warmly 

welcomed into these congregations and into the communities in the knowledge that they will have the help 

and support of appreciative, caring and helpful congregations. 

St. Andrew’s is the only Church of Scotland congregation in Moffat. The roll stands at 332 and there are 30    

elders. The Unitary Constitution was adopted in June 2004. 

Membership 

A positive feature of life in Moffat is that of a considerable 

number of people taking up residence in the town from outwith 

the area for differing reasons, e.g. quality of life, retirement, 

education, or employment. A number of these have joined the 

Church family at St. Andrew’s and have added considerably to the 

life and witness of the Church. In common with many other 

congregations, the greatest number of our members is in the 

upper age group but we are fortunate to have a core group of 

young enthusiastic and committed Christian families who we see 

as the nucleus on which to build the future of the Church. 

 

Attendances at Sunday morning services number from 80 to 120 members and visitors. We have an 

outstanding musical contribution during our worship thanks to the contributions and talents of our pianist, 

organist and violinist, as well as the recent addition of a praise band. 

An opportunity for informal chat is provided by serving coffee in the hall after morning service and by lively,  

imaginative congregational fun and events during the course of the year. 

Ice Cream Sundae Pentecost Choir 
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Young People 

 

We have a small but enthusiastic Junior Church with 

committed leaders; numbers attending vary between 6 

and 12. 

Usually the children of Junior Church are in Church for the 

first part of the service then retire to the hall for their own 

programme, 

and on 

Communion Services rejoin the congregation for the sacraments. It has 

also been the custom to have the young people participate in the all-age 

services. We also have a crèche for children up to 4 years of age. 

Dark Night Discoverers youth group meets on Sunday evenings during 

the winter months for fun, games and friendship in the Church and hall. 

Around 20-30 young people in P7-S2 attend. 

Little Stars toddlers’ group affords parents and carers the opportunity to 

meet in relaxed and convivial surroundings for a chat, coffee and to 

share a time of fellowship. Again we have leaders who are keen to share 

their Christian faith with parents 

who have little or no church 

connection. 

Each of these activities opens the door for families to get to know the people 

and the building so that it is not so daunting if they wish to become more 

involved in other aspects of the Church.  

We encourage our 

young people to 

engage with the 

community and 

wider world. Most 

recently, our Dark 

Night Discoverers 

donated their weekly subscription to buy items for the 

food bank and one of our young adults travelled to 

Malawi to support the Presbytery's aid to communities 

in Ekwendeni and Mzuzu.  

Junior Church 

Discoverers Sleepover 

St Andrew’s 
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Activities 

 

 

The Guild 

 

 

Bible Study 

There is an enthusiastic Bible Study Group which meets each Tuesday.  

Attendances are around 6 each week from a nucleus of approximately 10.  

There is also a weekly Prayer Chain and each Sunday a small prayer group meets 

prior to worship. 

Action Groups 
 

These take responsibility, reporting to the Kirk Session, for key areas of our congregational work in the 

following areas :- 

 

 

 

    

We have an active Guild with 

a membership of around 25-

30 which meets every second 

and fourth Tuesday afternoon 

during the winter months. It 

has a varied programme and 

is also very supportive of the 

Church through its 

fundraising. 

• Worship 

• Charity and Social 

• Pastoral Care 

• Finance 

• Property 
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These groups are made up of 

elders and members of the 

congregation who are co-opted for  

specific tasks. 



 

Activities 

Outreach 
 

Recognising that Moffat is very much a tourist town, we endeavour to open the 

Church each weekday from June to September to afford the opportunity to 

visitors to visit the Church and enjoy a quiet time of reflection and prayer. 

 

The relationship among the churches in Moffat is very good. United Services, 

involving our three congregations and the Episcopal and Catholic Churches, are 

held each Sunday evening during Advent. St. Andrew's in recent years has held 

Holy Week services at lunch time Monday to Wednesday, with Maundy 

Communion Service in Kirkpatrick-Juxta on Thursday evening and Good Friday 

evening service in Wamphray. Our Good Friday and the World Day of Prayer services are held in rotation. 

 

Moffat Academy 

Our links with the Education Services are 

strong and valued. Moffat Academy offers   

opportunities to take the Christian gospel to 

young families who settle in the town.       

Successive Rectors have been very supportive 

of the Minister in the role of School Chaplain, 

particularly in relation to input at assemblies.  

 

On the principle of a Church fully engaged in the life of its community, members of the congregation engage  

fully in the many community organisations and activities which are a particular feature of Moffat life, 

particularly those meeting social needs, those providing care services and those working with young people. 

The Church building and hall are also available for concerts, musical and organisational activity. 

 

In the wider perspective the congregation supports the work of the Charity and Social Group to provide 

funding and support to wider national and international causes on an annual basis by means of a range of 

fundraising activities. This has been a significant achievement in raising a sum in excess of £3,000 each year. 

The Moffat Ram 

Moderator Visit 
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Working In, With and For our Community 

Civic Pride Moffat Time 

RVS Lunch Service Rendered 

Church Tea Party Behind the Scenes 

Groundwork Care Home Service 

Civic Pride Moffat Time 

RVS Lunch Service Rendered 

Church Tea Party Behind the Scenes 

Session Clerk 

15 



 

Kirkpatrick-Juxta 

Beattock is a former railway community which within the last few years has expanded as a result of new 

housing developments. The population of the village is around 700 and rising. 
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While we don’t currently have any young families regularly 

worshipping with us at Kirkpatrick-Juxta, Beattock has a 

thriving primary school with which we have built a good 

relationship, a relationship we continue to develop as part of 

our local outreach. Between Christmas and Easter, we also 

worship every Sunday in the Village Hall, bringing our Church 

into the heart of the community – something about which the 

congregation is passionate. 



 

Wamphray Parish Church 

Numbers attending are small but the friendliness and devotion, combined with the peacefulness of the location, 

make services in Wamphray Church very special. 

Sponsored Walk Remembrance 

Millennium Award 2018 

Church in the Village Hall Car Wash and Afternoon Teas 

Long Service Awards presented by the Moderator 
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Life in Our Community 

Our local economy is built upon tourism, rural and small business activity. Moffat is an attractive centre with a   

beautiful historic townscape. We are an active community with a full range of leisure, sporting and recreational      

activities. The surrounding landscape is ideal for walking, rambling, nature study and the full range of countryside  

activity. 

A visit to www.visitmoffat.co.uk will provide a detailed picture of our tourism programme and of the many clubs 

and community activities for all ages. 

Education 
Moffat Academy is an all-through school which educates children from Nursery to 6th Year in Secondary. It  

consistently ranks amongst the top schools in Scotland and also achieves results which have been above the   

national and regional average in the National Examinations. 
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Life in Our Community 

Beattock Primary 
Beattock Primary School is a lively, imaginative and resourceful 

education centre for Primary school children within the Beattock and 

Craigielands catchment area. The children progress to Secondary 

schooling at Moffat Academy.  

 

Both Moffat Academy and Beattock Primary School regularly excel in 

the National Inspection Programme. 
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Life in the Community 

There is a medical practice, dental practice and cottage hospital in 

Moffat, with the newly constructed and recently opened Dumfries 

& Galloway Infirmary within 20 miles’ distance.  

 

Bankfoot Residential Home for the Elderly is also located in Moffat 

and has recently developed a new extension with our strong 

support as part of the community fundraising effort. 

 

We also have an active and effective ‘First Responders’ team, a 

Mountain Rescue station and a fire station.  

Surgery Cottage Hospital 

Bankfoot Care Home 

Health and Caring Services 
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Life in the Community 

Housing 

 
A range of housing provision, both early and new, exists within the communities involving public and private   

development which has taken place over the years. Further expansion is envisaged in the medium to long 

term. 

Then my people will live in a peaceful habitation, And in secure dwellings and in 
undisturbed resting places; Isaiah 32:18 
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https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/32/18


 

Life in the Community 

Leisure and Recreation 

There is a great deal of social activity within Moffat and the surrounding area, with sport (golf, tennis, green 

bowls, rugby, football) and culture (e.g. Old Well Theatre, Youth Theatre, a thriving music scene, Moffat 

Museum) being available.  

As the Parishes are situated in an area surrounded by hills, both hill walking and rambling are very popular 

with visitors and locals alike. Annual events such as the Moffat Agricultural Show, the Moffat Gala Week, the 

Classic Car Rally, Remembrance Sunday and the Lord Dowding Memorial Services are all well supported. The 

town is also popular with motor cyclists during the summer months. 

Moffat is twinned with Montreuil Sur Lille and since 2003 each has taken it in turn to visit the other’s town. 

Further detailed information about the variety of activities and interests at close hand can be found on the 

Visit Moffat and Visit Southern Scotland websites. 

Moffat Rams Rugby Team 

Upper Annandale AFC 

Old Well Theatre 

Moffat Bowling Club 

Beechgrove LTC 

Moffat Golf Club 

22 



 

Conclusion 

Your Interest 

We trust and pray that you may wish to think of joining us as our Minister. If you desire further information, 

please contact the Clerk to the Nominating Committee, who will be delighted to speak with you, to answer 

your questions and to meet with you, should that be helpful. 

Contact Nicola Bogle:      Tel: 07969917676      Email: boglenicola@gmail.com 

Views of Moffat. 23 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength” Nehemiah 8:10 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/32/18

