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J MARSHALL—Roofing and Property 

Maintenance, Service and Repairs 

Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing 

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof 

01683 248174 (H) 07588 888553 (M) 

Duncan Drive, Moffat 

Sunday Night Live 

Ecumenical Christian 

Praise & Worship 

Every Sunday at St John’s Church Hall 

EDWARD LAYDEN 

Monumental Masons 

New Memorials, Inscriptions, 

 

 

Renovations & Repair Work 

01387 255060 47 Balmoral Road 

Edwardlayden@hotmail.com Dumfries, DG1 3BE 

The Motor Schools Association of Great Britain 

Paul G. Sharkey 

DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

Pass Plus, Motorway Driving 

Advanced Driving 

Tel: 01683 221738 Mobile: 07740 502469 

THE MOFFAT FOOT CLINIC 

Comprehensive foot care including corn/callous and 

verrucae 

treatment; nail cutting; diabetes assessment and treat-

ment; 

relief from heel pain; gait analysis and orthotics 

(insoles) 

Evening appointments  

and house visits available 

Anne F Bloomer BSc; DPodM; MChS  

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd. 

Proprietor: R. J. Little 

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance 

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 

9DP. 

J&W DONALDSON—BLACKSMITHS 

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG 

TEL. (01683) 220321 

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork 

Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, ser-

vice and repairs 

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire 

Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burn-

 

 

FREE 

“THE LINK” 
Spring/Summer 2020 
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Articles and letters 
 

The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to 
cafairholm@outlook.com or by post.   All communications should 
bear a name and, if possible, a telephone number.   Anonymous contri-
butions will not be accepted. 

 Copyright 

 May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you 
have written yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint. 

 Editor 

Life and Work 
The Church of Scotland’s monthly magazine, Life and Work, was named the 
Best National Religious Periodical at the Andrew Cross Awards 2005.    The 
judges described Life and Work as “A classy well-conceived publication with 
challenging and stimulating content which should be a welcome addition to 
any coffee table”. 

 Why not take the opportunity to subscribe to the Church of Scotland’s maga-
zine? The discounted cost is £2.55 per copy (normally £2.80) or £30.60pa, 
and is excellent value today. 

 The magazine contains regular items such as readers’ letters, book reviews 
and crosswords, in addition to a number of feature articles. 

 Please contact me should you be interested. 

Cheryl Fairholm (478367) 

  

Hire of church hall 

Mr Keith Towers has taken on the duty of being responsible for letting the 

church hall.  If anyone is interested in hiring the hall, Mr Towers can be con-

tacted on 0780 883 6199. 

Please get in touch with him before writing on the calendar in order to avoid 
double bookings.  

 

 

For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 

Afternoon Teas, try 

THE RUMBLIN TUM—HIGH STREET MOFFAT 

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pas-

tries, Scones with butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads 

and baked potatoes with a variety of fillings. 

To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies. 

EDW 

 

 

 

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-

quality ingredients 

Award winning bakers 

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201 

MOFFAT TOFFEE SHOP 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY 

CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD 

PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF  

ROBERT J. CURRIE 

Blacksmith and Agricultural 

Engineer 

Electric and Mobile Welding 

Burnside Smithy, Station Road  

Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU. 

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600 

Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895 

RJC 

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat 

The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide 

(Guiness Book of Rec-

ords) 

Family run 

Real ales 

Sunday roast 

1st class accommodation 

Homemade food served all day 

The small hotel with the BIG welcome 

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES 

Unit 9, Holm Estate Ballplay Road  

Moffat DG10 9JU 

The professional, caring, 

dignified service 

A. H. BORTHWICK 

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 

9RA 

Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 

663841 

email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com 

www.ahborthwick.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church Guild 

COME AND JOIN US 

We meet in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month between October and March. 

We are a friendly group and enjoy welcoming new members. So join us for an afternoon with prayer, speakers, 

sharing ideas, and tea and friendly chat.  Contact: Thelma 01683 300613 
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Living Christ, 
in times of turmoil and division 
the world can feel frightening and devoid of hope. 
And yet, 
Just as we know that the butterfly will emerge 
from the seemingly barren and dried up chrysalis, 
when hope is lost, hope takes hold. 

Living Christ, 
You have given us all we need for the journey. 
And yet, 
You also warn us against thinking we have arrived. 
Just as the butterfly will emerge from the cocoon, 
so newness comes to people of hope. 

You are God of the journey, 
God of resurrection promise. 
Help us to anticipate the new 
and break free from that which holds us back. 

As the people of the Way, 
help us to be a blessing to our troubled world, 
to be healers in our divided communities 
and people of hope in a despairing world. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

ST ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCH 
(Charity registration number: SCO12236) 

                                                                       OFFICE BEARERS 

                                                             Session Clerk Donald Walker 

                                                             Treasurer Mrs Anne Sanders 

_________________________________________________       

Easter approaches rapidly and it seems like little time since I was writing for the Christmas 

edition. 

We are grateful for the continuing guidance and help from our Lord, through the Holy Spirit, 

as we stumble onwards without a Minister at the helm. In practice, I think we are coping 

extremely well, largely through our valiant, diligent team of Readers, upon whom we rely so 

much for our regular weekly Services. A more difficult aspect is getting an Ordained Minis-

ter to lead the Communion Services, which the Readers are not allowed to conduct. This has 

resulted in the dates of these Services being moved from the usual times of the end of Octo-

ber and March, because the Ordained Ministers are all busy with their own Communion Ser-

vices at that time. 

Our next main Communion Service with invitation cards will be on 28th June in St. An-

drew’s.  

The decision to hold the majority of the Services from January/March in the Hall was taken 

late last year in order to save heating costs and attempt to reduce our greenhouse gas emis-

sions. This has worked well with a significant saving in gas used and the feedback from peo-

ple attending has been very positive about the warm, friendly atmosphere in the Hall. 

Our ability to provide regular organ music has been stretched, sometimes to the last instant 

since Simon Hyslop resigned, and it is with grateful thanks to Kate, Hazel and the praise 

band, who have provided excellent music over the last year. We also rely on locum organists 

to fill in the gaps, and this is proving increasingly difficult for some weeks of the year. The 

result of this may be that  we have to use downloaded hymn music at certain occasions in the 

future. 

We have had the benefit of several visits from the Church of Scotland Stewardship convenor 

Mrs. Pauline Wilson and her team leader over the past year.  This has resulted in our church 

adopting a policy of Stewardship under the headings of “GOD,VISION, YOUTH AND 

VOLUNTEER” to take our Church forward. Originally this was instigated under the auspi-

ces of the finance committee for fundraising, but since the parameters have greatly widened, 

it will be essential that OUR YOUNGER MEMBERS TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN 

STEERING OUR CHURCH’S FORWARD DIRECTION. I cannot stress this too 

strongly as the average age of our congregation increases relentlessly. /cont…. 
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I am writing this in anticipation that the Link Magazine in which it appears will have 

changed out of all recognition from the past issues. Session has decided to experiment with 

a new “in-house” produced magazine with view to reducing the production costs so signifi-

cantly that it enables the magazine to be given out “free of charge”. This is a mammoth task 

and sincere thanks go to Cheryl Fairholm for spearheading this objective. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to help with the folding and stapling. Please see Cheryl 

about this. 

May the Grace of our Lord be with us all this Easter time as we approach the anniversary of 

His Resurrection. 

Donald 

 

 

DISCOVERERS The Discoverers group met on Sunday eve-
nings over the winter in the church hall, with 
up to 25 boys and girls from P7 to S2 attend-
ing. We held a fundraising sleepover in Feb-
ruary and raised £472.53 for Social Bite, we 
would like to thank everybody who gave do-
nations. We had fun and exercise, playing 
games and doing crafts and other activities in 
the church and hall. 
 

We all helped by packing up the food bank 
donations from the coop and church to be 
taken to First Base Foodbank. We hope you 
like our colourful cross which has provided a 
fabulous backdrop for the winter church ser-
vices in the hall. 
 

Due to all our leaders being involved in fur-
ther education studies next winter, we are 
having to step down and are looking for any 
volunteers who would like to keep the Dark 
Night Discoverers going, anybody who is 
interested can get further information from 
Fiona on 07787515564. 
 

Fiona, Steve, Nicola and Rhonwen 

 

 

Christmas Quiz – Answers 

1. Moses 2. Hosea 3. Joshua 4. Judas 5. Joshua 6. Solomon 7. Philemon 8. Malachi 9. 
Shadrach 10. Timothy 11. Chilion  12. Zacchaeus 
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At the Guild meeting on 10th March there was some interest in a cake Martin had made and 
what was in it.   Here is the recipe;- 

 

 

Easter Chocolate Fridge Cake 

 

Ingredients 

250g digestives, shortbread or biscuits of your choice 

150g milk chocolate 35% 

150g dark chocolate 72% 

100g unsalted butter 

150g golden syrup or honey or maple syrup 

2 tsp vanilla extract 

100g dried apricots, chopped 

100g dried chopped papaya, pineapple, mango (mixture of)  

75g raisins or cranberries 

60g pecans or brazil nuts, chopped  

 

Preparation method 

1. Use double layer of cling film to line a 7 x 11inch shallow, square-shaped tin.  Leave 
extra cling film hanging over the sides. 

2. Bash the biscuits into fairly small pieces using a rolling pin. (Put them in a plastic bag 
first so they don’t go everywhere!) 

3. Melt chocolate, butter, vanilla and syrup in a heatproof bowl set over a pan of simmering 
water. Stir well once melted (Needs to be large enough bowl for final mix) 

4. Remove the bowl from the heat and stir in the broken biscuits, dried fruit and nuts (does 
not have to have nuts)  

5. Spoon the mixture into the tin and level with palette knife cover with another layer of 
cling film and firm surface by pressing it down with a flat potato masher. 

6. Leave to cool, then put the tray in the fridge for 1-2 hours to harden. 

7. Turn out onto a board and peel off the cling film.   

8. Cut into smallish chunks and enjoy, dust with icing sugar to serve. 

 

 

A big Thank you to Arthur Rankin for his many years of service in editing the Link 

Magazine, it has been greatly appreciated.  We wish Arthur well for his future without 

the joy of editing The Link! 

COVID-19 IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The Church of Scotland now asks, in the strongest terms, that all gather-
ings for worship should cease until further notice, with effect from 
Wednesday 17 March 2020. Other Scottish Churches are taking similar 
actions.   As a result there will be no Sunday services at any of the 
Church of Scotland Churches  in the Moffat area until further notice 

This obviously includes Easter services. This will include, but not be re-
stricted to: housegroups, meetings for youth work, and church cafes. It will 
still be possible for an individual to offer a livestream of a sermon and 
prayers.  

Further information on livestreaming, including information on copyright, 
can be found in this circular on the Law Department’s webpages. 

Sunday broadcasts of a weekly service take place on Radio 4, and also on 
Radio Scotland; other radio stations are available. Several churches cur-
rently offer livestreams or recorded services; a list can be found on the 
Church of Scotland webbsite. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/home 
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Finance convener’s report 

The accounts for 2019 are being examined however we anticipate that these will show an 

excess of income over expenditure of around £14,000. Total income for the year was 

£93,975 and total expenditure £80,282. The income from our offerings and Gift Aid Tax 

shows an increase of £900 at £55,600 and on behalf of the Kirk Session I would like to 

express our thanks for your continued support for the work of our church both at home and 

abroad. There has been an increase in the income from our investments, up from £6,561 to 

£8,344 and from rentals of our premises increase from £6,561 in 2018 to £7,730 in 2019 

mainly through having a full year’s rent from Olrig, £6,000. 

 As indicated in the Christmas magazine there has been considerable savings in our ex-

penses, in part due to us having been without a minister, but also through close examina-

tion of routine expenses and this has also contributed to the accounts showing a surplus 

situation.   

We will continue to look closely at our expenditure but there will be limited opportunities 

to effect material savings in 2020. With the decision of the Kirk Session to produce the 

magazine in house there will however be considerable savings in the cost of production 

which last year amounted to £1703. For the first two months of 2020 the income from Of-

ferings at £6500 is similar to 2019. Other income amounted to £2,900 of which Olrig rental 

and other use of premises accounts for £1,500. Expenditure for the two months was £8,300 

the main items being Ministry and Mission £3261, Presbytery Expenses £1145 and Pulpit 

Supply £1,274.  

The Kirk Session has agreed that the firm of Smith & Williamson, Investment Services, 

will manage our investments. We have placed £240,000 with them this month to invest in 

line with our instructions which are to achieve the maximum return on our investments 

both as regards income and capital growth at the same time minimizing our risk. 

 

Adam Anderson 

 

 

“Someone should have just asked me what was wrong”- Guidance for schools in 

supporting children impacted by imprisonment; 

“Picking Up The Pieces”- support for families of people convicted of a sexual of-

fence, produced in association with Barnados, ‘Stop It Now’ and Edinburgh City 

Council 

 Jack Sutton, the charity’s Regional Family Support Co-ordinator  for this area describes 

the process of having a family member incarcerated as being not unlike a bereavement: 

there is the sadness, the sense of loss; the inevitable financial implications (often it is the 

main bread-winner who loses their liberty) and the need to re-arrange family life to ac-

commodate the new set of circumstances. However, in addition to this often comes a 

sense of guilt or shame, while what is often missing is the warmth and support of others, 

including family and friends. 

Supporting Families Outside is not only our opportunity for us to put some of Jesus’ 

words into action, it will also help us to focus our thoughts and prayers on those who have 

made a mistake and are now paying their debt to society as well as their families who, 

often through no fault of their own, also find themselves serving a sentence. 
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FAMILIES OUTSIDE- The KJ Project for 2020 

 

“…I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-

thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed 

me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” Mat-

thew 25: v 35-36 (NIV)  

 

These words of Jesus form part of probably one of the best known passages from the Bible 

for Christians. They are fundamental to how he calls us to live our lives. One of the great 

things about the passage is that, quite simply it calls us to action- it tells us what we should 

do and, for the most part, it takes little effort from us to comply. We are regularly moved to 

donate by national and international appeals whether through the media or directly from 

Christian Aid, Tear Fund or a host of other worthy charities. We send money to feed the 

hungry and heal the sick. We give clothes and blankets to keep people warm. But it’s that 

last one that I find gives me difficulties.  

“Visiting me in prison” turns out to be more of a challenge than most of us would think. 

The majority of us have never set foot inside a prison, far less visited anyone serving a sen-

tence and to do so is not easy. There are good reasons for that, not the least being that it is 

impossible to just pitch up at a prison and just ask to go in and visit someone at random, 

whatever our motive may be. KJ is therefore delighted that this year’s project will support a 

charity that makes a very real and positive impact on both prisoners and their families. 

Families Outside is the only national charity in Scotland that works solely on behalf of fam-

ilies affected by imprisonment. They provide training and information to a host of profes-

sionals who come into contact with families affected by imprisonment including teachers, 

social workers, health professionals, the police, and prison staff. They also conduct research 

and provide information and resources to their supporters, funders, and government high-

lighting the issues affecting families and campaigning to improve policy and practice so 

that families are better provided for. One example of how they offer practical support is in 

facilitating prisoners to see their children’s homework, a vital aspect of maintaining an ade-

quate link to the family. 

As well as offering practical advice and support directly to prisoner’s families, the range of 

services it provides is possibly best summed up by a few of the publications it has pro-

duced: 

“Coming Home”- Release presents its own challenges to many prisoners and their fam-

ilies and this a guide explains the process, the challenges and offers potential solu-

tions; 

“Families Left Behind”- produced in association with prisoners’ wives and Fife Coun-

cil this pamphlet offers practical support for partners, wives and husbands of pris-

oners including stressing the importance of having their own voices heard. It also 

explains that the circumstances and emotions they experience are not unique to 

them and that their feelings are entirely justified. It offers advice ranging from how 

the system works to strategies for dealing with a child asking about their absent 

parent; 

 

 

The Guild 
(serving Moffat and Beattock) 
 

Theme Companions on the Road 
 
We started this session with Malawi Fruits, this is one of 
our projects raising money for an innovative solar powered 

irrigation pump so that farmers can grow 2 crops a year. 
There are now 100 pumps in use. 
 
28th January we were fortunate to have the Rev. Neil Campbell to speak to us about his 
work as a prison chaplain and how and why he was one. 
 
11th February w had to cancel the Halo Trust because of the snow, but hopefully they will 
be with us next year. 
 
25th February Alison Kirkwood told us how and why they went to Kitega Community Cen-
tre in Uganda and she started a charity for them. She showed us slides and had some lovely 
baskets for sale. 
 
6th March we took part in World Day of Prayer 
 
8th March we took a shortened session of World Day of Prayer to the residents of Bankfoot 
House. 
 
10th March we had a demonstration of flower arranging by Carolynne Sorrel which she 
fitted to the theme by a two tiered arrangement entitled Low Road and High Road. 
 

Due to COVID-19 there will be no Guild meetings until September (this 
includes the AGM). 
 
I wish you all a pleasant, safe and healthy summer. 

 
Thelma 
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Charity and social committee’s report 

Charity Report March 2020 

Our fundraising focus last year benefitted Nsobe Community 

School in Zambia and the Kitega Community Trust in Uganda. 

As a result of your generosity we were able to give each chari-

ty a donation of £850. Daudi Clemy from Kitega Community 

Trust came to the church in December, and we were able to 

present the cheque to him.  

We continue to support Mary’s Meals on a regular basis col-

lecting on the first Sunday in the month, at the coffee after the 

service. 

Cfwd    £53.31 

Jan    £30 

Feb    £30 

    £113.31 

In February we had a very successful afternoon tea which raised £384.50 for UNICEF. We 

were ably entertained by the Linties, a local acapella group, who sang a selection of Scot-

tish songs. Christine Davidson also came along to accompany us for some songs from the 

shows. The afternoon tea as always was superb and thanks go to the bakers, volunteers and 

entertainers for a lovely afternoon. 

We had a coffee morning on March 29th for church funds and this raised £644.55.  It was a 

lovely relaxed morning and everyone enjoyed their tea and chat. A very big thank you to all 

who contributed to the success of the morning. 

In March we collected, after church, for victims of the flooding in Newcastleton. This has 

so far raised £250.70. Thank you all for your continued generosity to these fundraising en-

deavours.   

Church flowers 

2020 

As there are no services there is no requirement for flowers 
until services resume. 

     Anne Colledge  

 

 

 

Flower rota 2020 

April 5th Mrs P McWhan  August 2nd  

April 12th EASTER  August 9th Mrs M Rankine 

April 19th Mrs Christine Borthwick  August 16th Mr & Mrs Lockerbie 

April 26th Mrs M Porteous  August 23rd  

May 3rd Mrs M Rogerson  August 30th Mr & Mrs Seymour 

May 10th Joint Holy Communion @ 

Wamphray 

 September 6th Mrs F Paterson 

May 17th Mr P Newsome  September 13th Mrs I Borthwick 

May 24th Mr & Mrs Shuttleworth  September 20th Mrs M Porteous 

May 31st Mr D Taylor  Sept. 27th Har-

vest 

Mr P Newsome 

June 7th Mrs Terry Saunders    

June 14th Mrs J Carlton  October 4th Mrs J Aitcheson 

June 21st Mrs Lynda Gibson  October 11th  

June 28th Join Holy Communion @ 

MSA 

 October 18th Mrs M Watson 

July 5th Mrs E McShannbon  October 25th Mr & Mrs Shuttle-

worth 

July 12th Mrs M Thorburn    

July 19th Mrs M Brown    

July 26th Mrs S Dalling    

My usual thanks goes to all of you who continue to supply flowers for our Sunday 
Worship.    I would also like to thank the small group of members who have taken on 
the arranging of flowers whether in vases or an arrangement, I am very grateful. 

The decorating of the Church for Easter will take place on Saturday 11th April at 
2.30pm if you can help and/or donate some flowers for this it would be much appreciat-
ed.  

Mary Brown, Flower Convener 
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The new house was completed with a corrugated iron roof very much to the delight of the 
lady concerned 
 
The third Tuesday in lent is to be hosted by Sunday Night Live and the fifth to be hosted 
by Moffat St. Andrew's and the subjects at the time of writing are unknown to me, so per-
haps with a bit of luck I will remember to let you know in the Autumn Magazine. 
 
However, the fourth Sunday is to be hosted by Kirkpatrick Juxta and the talk will be on 
that famous Christian missionary Dr David Livingstone. More about that later in the next 
Magazine. 
 
The end of Lent sees us all together for Good Fridays' walk of witness in silence starting 
at the rowing boat just by the car park. We meet at 10 minutes to nine and walk through 
the town stopping first at Moffat St. Andrew's for a short prayer, moving up through the 
town to St. Luke's, then on to St. Johns, moving from there to the old cemetery in the high 
street. 
After short prayers we adjourn to St. Andrews for morning coffee and of course a good 
blether. 
 
Maundy Thursday sees us celebrating Holy Communion at Kirkpatrick Juxta at 7pm 
 
Easter morning, we meet again at 7am in the station park for a short Easter service and 
finish with a bacon roll and further blether at St. John's hall. All normal services then take 
place in their respective Churches at their normal times. 
Every Blessing 
 
David 

Dates for your Diary 

11th April  2020 -       Decorating Church for Easter 2.30pm 

12th April   Easter Sunday 

10th May                    Joint Holy Communion at our Wamphray Church 

28th June  Joint Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s Moffat 

28th June  Sponsored Walk – Sunday afternoon and Cream Tea in the Beattock  

   Village Hall. 

27th September Harvest Festival. 

We record with sadness the fact that two of our congregation have died since our last edi-
tion of the magazine.  They are:  Mary Holmes and Margaret Watson, both dying over the 
Christmas and New Year period.   They are both much missed and both leave a husband 
and family. 

 

 

Little Stars: toddlers’ group 

We had about 20 children with parent/ grandparent or carer 

with us when we celebrated our Christingle service in the 

church, before having tea/coffee with scones, cream and jam. 

We continue to have new mums with their new babies, who 

seem to grow week by week. A babe in arms on minute and 

then crawling the next. It is lovely that they come for a chat 

and share their experiences with each other. We have had 2-3 

new babies in the last few weeks. The older children enjoy running around the hall with 

lots of energy, and octaves sometimes get quite loud!. Mothers/carers enjoy a chat over a 

cup of tea/coffee with biscuits or home baking.  

Due to COVID-19 there will be mno toddlers group until further notice.  The summer 

holiday starts 3rd July until 21st August. 

We look forward to seeing everyone back and wish everyone a safe, healthy and Good 
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Areas of responsibility and those in charge 
 
 

Bookstall   Vacant 

Church cleaning  Mr Donald Walker  220707    

Church flowers Mrs Anne Colledge   220446                   

Coffee mornings Mrs Dorothy Paterson  220299 

Discoverers Mrs Fiona Paton   220164 

Finance convener Mr Adam Anderson  221164    

Free-will offering Mrs Marion Little  220922   

Gift aid Mrs Anne Sanders   222850                               

Guild president Mrs Thelma Boncey     300613                                                             

Hall lets Mr Keith Towers   0780 883 6199  

Crèche and junior  Vacant 

church rota   

Keeper of the  Mrs Hilda Saville  221827 

congregational roll            

Life and Work &  Cheryl Fairholm   478367 (cafairholm@outlook.com) 

“The Link”              

Musical director  Ms Kate Durran  220742 

Pastoral care   Mr Jeff Brown  220475 

Property committee Mr James Paterson  220299 

Session clerk  Mr Donald Walker   220707 

Treasurer  Mrs Anne Sanders  222850  

Toddlers’ group  Mrs Ann Walker  220707   

 

 

I hope that we as Christians can lead our lives with love, dignity and control through our 
time of uncertainty knowing that we have God to help us and care for us whatever the 
world may throw at us.   We can be strong in the knowledge that we are love and can 
turn to God for support and comfort at anytime and in any place. 

Let us all pray for our world as this virus travels across all countries regardless and all 
who are working with those who are ill and need help, trusting in God to enable the 
world to overcome all the hardships this virus brings with it. 

‘Look forward in faith all time is in Gods hands.  Walk humbly with Him and trust his 
future plan.’  Hymn 237 – by Andrew J. Scobie 

With Easter Greetings 

Mary Brown 

Session Clerk 

 
 
Churches Together. 
 
Some of you may not be aware that there are five church communities in the Moffat area. 
 
Moffat St Andrews: Linked with Kirkpatrick Juxta, linked with Wamphray. 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
St. Luke's Roman Catholic Church. 
Sunday Night Live and Baptists. 
 
Each of the churches have two representatives who meet usually twice a year coming 
under the one Title "Churches Together." 
The object of the meetings is to co-ordinate the joint Services we have each year. Christ-
mas time we have the Advent Services and at Easter time we have the lent and Easter 
services. 
 
We are now in Lent of course and each week we meet on a Tuesday evening for a short 
Lent service, which are held in St. Johns Church Hall, 
This year the services were to be centred on famous Christians. 
First Sunday in Lent was hosted by St. Johns who gave a most interesting history of a 
famous hymn writer, John Newton who wrote among many others "Amazing Grace." 
John Newton apparently was a slave trader and sea captain and eventually an evangelist. 
A most interesting evening ending with tea/coffee and a good blether. 
 
The second Sunday in Lent was hosted by St. Luke's, two speakers, Lucy and Beatrice 
who spoke about their missionary work. Lucy Spoke about a trip to Kenya and the pro-
ject work that they did whilst there. This again was a most interesting talk on their sever-
al visits to various camps and the work they did at these camps. like making mud bricks 
to build an extension to a classroom. Tremendous. 
 
Then we were enthralled by Beatrice and her visit to Ethiopia with a Catholic group, and 
one of the projects they did was to build a house for a lady who's house was built of 
wicker and had a thatched roof which leaked when it rained and also you could see 
through the wicker walls. Bear in mind that when it rains there, it rains. ..cont 
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KIRKPATRICK JUXTA PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO05701) 

   OFFICE BEARERS 

                         Session Clerk            Mrs Mary Brown 

                                                      Treasurer                    Martin Brown 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Kirk session and office bearers 

Kirk session: Mr David Boncey, Mr Martin Brown, Mrs Mary Brown, Mr Graham Gardi-
ner, Mr Peter Newsome and Mr Andy Shuttleworth 

 

 
Church officer: Mr Peter Newsome Fabric convener:  Mr Martin Brown 

Treasurer:  Mr Martin Brown Organist:  Mrs Nancy Anderson 

Christian aid:  Mrs Thelma Boncey Gift aid:  Mr Martin Brown 

Flower convener:  Mrs Mary Brown Social/fund-raising committee:  Andrew 
and Jackie Shuttleworth, Mr Martin Brown 
and Mrs Mary Brown. 

Life and Work Magazine: Mrs Fay 
Paterson 

World Church representative:   

By the time you get to read this we may be over the worst of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
or maybe not.   Whichever it is we have no control over it other than to adhere to the 
advice given out by Government and the NHS.   The feeling of not being in control is 
quite alien to us in the twenty first century.  We are so used to being able just to do 
whatever we want, visit whatever country we want etc.  We depend on our diaries or 
computer to remind us of what we have planned to do in our lives in the next few 
months and years. 

How are we going to manage when all football games and concerts and any mass gather-
ings (ever possibly church services) are cancelled, when we are not able to take a plane, 
bus or drive even, to anywhere we want. 

Will we have to get used to staying in Moffat or Beattock or Wamphray, how will we 
manage being isolated or with our family 24-7 for 2 weeks or so, unable to go round the 
shops or go to any activities or visit friends, wondering if we will get a cough-fever and 
breathlessness. 

It is interesting that this has happened during the time of Lent when we ponder on 
Christ’s journey to Jerusalem and all he experienced during those weeks leading to his 
death.    Maybe our time of waiting will give us a opportunity to understand a little more 
or what Jesus went through.   The events of his arrest and trial were out of His hands and 
moved so fast.   Jesus went through those last few days with such dignity and control 
because he knew that His Father, God,  was with him and He would soon be with his 
Father again. 

 

 

Church diary 

Recurring events St. Andrews Moffat 

Sunday  11.15am  Morning worship  and Coffee - after service         

 11.15am Junior church and crèche  

  Bookstall and Fair Trade     1st Sunday each month 

 7.00pm Discovers’ group                 School term only  

 Monday 9.30am Parents and toddlers             School term only 

Tuesday 2.30pm Guild 2nd /4th Tues,             October to Eatser                               

Friday  9.30am Parents and toddlers             School term only   

 

EASTER 

5th April, PALM SUNDAY: St. John’s Church 6.30pm 

10th April, GOOD FRIDAY: 9.00am, Station Car Park, Walk of Witness. 10.00am Tea/
Coffee in St. Andrew’s Hall 

12th April, EASTER SUNDAY: 7.00am Station Park, Refreshments at St. John’s after-
wards. 

 

Joint Communion 

10th May 10am—Wamphray Church (St. Andrews Church will not be holding an 11:15 
       service on the 10th May) 

28th June 11:15am—St Andrews Church Moffart 

 

 

Several churches currently offer livestreams or recorded services; a list 
can be found on:- 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online 
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My Pathway to my Pulpit (10) 

I am delighted to now be Minister of St Mark’s: Oldhall, in Ral-
ston, on the outskirts of Paisley.  It is not the rural linked charge, 
which I anticipated moving to, but I believe it is the Parish where 
God wants me to be.   

 

I am working hard – especially at learning names, and building 
relationships, getting to know my Elders and as many members as 
I can.  I have learnt it is no use trying to learn names shaking 
hands in the church vestibule, but a little personal chat in a meet-
ing, or over a cuppa after church makes it more likely that I will 
retain the names for more than 5 minutes!  I am amazed already at 
the number of people who tell me of their links to Moffat or to 
Bishopbriggs where I was for my Probation placement.   

  

It is a busy church, with over 400 people on the role and between 120-150 in church each 
Sunday (up to 200 for Communion Sundays).  It is made up of people of mixed ages; like 
many Church of Scotland congregations the majority are over 70, but there is a significant 
number of young people aged 6 months to thirty, and a group of committed people in the 
‘middle age’ bracket.   

 

I have one service on a Sunday morning and a mid-week Wednesday service, 2 Bible 
Study groups and a weekly Prayer meeting.  We have a Sunday School, (and a separate 
teenage group who meet Sunday mornings and evenings), a Guild, 2 sets of Rainbows and 
Brownies, a Guide company, and a Boys’ Brigade Company across all ages, and the 
Scouts, although not directly linked to the church, joined us for Thinking Day/Founders 
Day and will return on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

Visiting is an important part of my work, although it will be curtailed by the Coronavirus.  
Visiting in the local hospital (the Royal Alexandra Hospital) and in people’s own homes; 
and I have recently taken over my predecessor’s additional duties as Chaplain to the Ac-
cord Hospice, which is close by.  Ralston Primary School is close at hand, and along with 
the Church Youth Worker I will take monthly assemblies, and the school come to church 
for the end of term services.   

 

I’ve been through a rapid series of ‘Firsts’ – First Sunday, First Kirk Session meeting, First 
Funeral, First Communion Service, First Presbytery meeting.  (I’m part of the Greenock 
and Paisley Presbytery, but soon-to-be the Clyde Presbytery when we join with Dumbarton 
Presbytery later this year.) 

 

Mum is now living with me in the manse, and is adjusting to her new way of life – fortu-
nately she has a good view on the world from her window, which is keeping her enter-

 

 

April  5th                
           12th 
           19th        
            26th  
 
May   3rd  
 10th 
 17th  
 24th 
 31st 
  
June  7th 
 14th  
 21st 
 28th 
 -  
 
July  5th 
 12th 
 19th  
 26th 
   
 

Lynn Scott 
Easter 
Helen Braid 
Lynn Thomson 
 
Denise Dempster 
Rosemary Cowan 
Nancy Anderson 
Ann Braid 
Karen Currie 
 
Linda McMinn 
Sheila Thomson 
Mandy Welbourne 
Joint Communion (MSA) 
 
Kirsty Scott 
Christine Dix 
Sandra Johnstone 
Sandra Laidlaw 

Aug 2nd 
         9th    
         16th 
         23rd     
         30th  
 
Sep  6th   
          13th 
          20th 
          27th
  

Moira Hogarth 
Mary Scott 
Liz Harper 
Gayle Lamont 
Fiona Richardson 
 
Laura Thomson 
Elizabeth Jane Wilson  
Margaaret Shearer 
Harvest Thanksgiving 

Flower list 2020 

Arthur Rankin 
 
Members at Wamphray would like to take the opportunity to thank Arthur for his help and 
guidance with the production of the notes for the Link over the years. 
As amateurs within the computer world, we have had to call on Arthur on many occasions 
to get the notes and photographs we wanted in the Wamphray notes to him.  His knowledge 
and patience always worked and somehow we have muddled through.   
 
We wish Arthur many happy years without having to worry whether notes are going to ar-
rive on time and thank him for his contribution to The Link magazine. 

Several churches currently offer livestreams or recorded services; a 
list can be found on:- 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online 
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Baptisms 
 
Mia Grace Howson, daughter of Neal and Rachael Howson and granddaughter of Fiona 
and Kevan Darroch on the 29th December 2019.  The service was conducted by the Rev 
Eric Dempster. 
Note; The whole family were delighted that the church was decorated for Christmas for the 
service. 
 

Best Wishes 
 
Our best wishes go to Flora Stewart, one of our board members who underwent major sur-
gery in February.  As we write the notes, she is 5 weeks into her recovery and doing well. 

Future Services 
 
Thursday 9th April - Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm     
   Kirkpatrick Juxta church. 
 
Friday 10th April - Good Friday Service at 7pm 
    Wamphray Parish Church. 
 
Sunday 12th April - Easter Sunday Service at 10am 
    Wamphray Parish Church. 
 
Sunday 10th May - Joint Communion at 10am 
    Wamphray Parish Church.  Conducted by Rev Eric Dempster 
 
Sunday 28th June - Joint Communion at 11.15am 
    St Andrews Church.  Conducted by Very Rev Bill Hewitt 
     (David and Linda assisting) 
 
Sunday 12th July - Service to include baptism at 10am 
    Wamphray Parish Church.  Conducted by Rev Eric Dempster. 
 
Sunday 27th Sep - Harvest Thanksgiving at 10am 
    Wamphray Parish Church. 

Dates for the Diary 
 
 
Wed 16th Sep  Board and Session Meeting at 7.30pm 
    Wamphray Parish Church guild room. 
 
Friday 23rd Sep - Whist Drive at 7.30pm 
    Wamphray Village Hall. 

 

 

 

  

Thank you to everyone who has supported me on this journey.  Your prayers and good 
wishes and your genuine interest have been a great encouragement to me. 

Thank you to those who came up for my Ordination and Induction it was a real joy to 
see so many friends there, and I appreciate the effort it took travelling across Glasgow 
at that time of night.  

 

I am like Joshua, in possession of the new land God has led me to.  I pray God will 
continue to guide me in my work here.   

 

In the meantime I continue to pray for you all in your time of vacancy and hope you 
will find a new minister soon. And I look forward to continuing to visit Moffat. 

 

Every blessing for Easter,  

May you know the joy of the resurrected Christ in your lives. 

Sonia 

 

Rev Dr Sonia Blakesley 

 

 

PS – on a final ironic note, I don’t have a pulpit here in St Mark’s, instead I have a 
preaching desk – which just looks like a big lectern!  
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WAMPHRAY PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO07536) 

                                       OFFICE BEARERS 

                                                  Session Clerk     Mrs Helen Braid 

                                                 Clerk to Congregational Board   Mrs Linda McMinn 

                                                  Treasurer                                      Mrs Sheila Thomson   

 

Introduction 
 
I make no apology for repeating myself each year when I'm writing the spring notes 
for the Link.  I think spring is one of God's best creations as we say farewell to anoth-
er winter and watch the snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses burst through the earth's 
crust welcoming the beginning of spring.  It's also heart-warming to see the tiny 
lambs jumping about in the fields.   
It has been another bad winter with regards to rain and flooding.  Our hearts go out to 
those who have lost everything in their homes as a result. We have to trust that God 
is with everyone in that situation even though they may not think so.  He has given 
scientists the ability to find out what is going on and what needs to be done to combat 
global warming.  We just need to listen and act. 
 
It has been a sad time in Wamphray over the past few months as we lost two brave 
women to cancer.  Di Currie and Margaret Dalziel both lost their battle with this aw-
ful disease before Christmas.  We pray for Wull Currie and Wullie Dalziel and their 
families as they come to terms with their loss. 
 
Our Kirk Session was pleased with the decision made during the joint Kirk Session 
meeting in Moffat that we should not move to become a union of churches for the 
time being.  We understand that as and when a minister is found, this conversation 
may have to be had again. 
 
Finally, it seems a long time since Christmas, so a mention just to thank all who at-
tended our candlelit service.  It's always nice to see the church so full.  Thanks to 
those involved in decorating the church.  Our pictures show the effect and also a re-
minder of one of our dearest elders, the late Bob Grierson, who made the nativity set 
displayed each Christmas 
 

Tea and Coffee Fund 
 
The after service tea and coffee fund for the period October to December 2019 raised £88 
and was donated to Alfie's Dream for Greyhounds.  The money for the period January to 
March will be donated to Flood Victims in Newcastleton. 
 
Many thanks for your weekly contributions.  The charities chosen are most grateful. 

 

 

Fundraising 
 
Since the last edition of The Link, the following has been raised for church funds. 
 
November Whist Drive - £145.00 
January         "        "  - £135.00 
February       "        "  - £145.00 
Last Year's Quiz  - £500.00 
Ceilidh    - £530.00 
                  £1,455.00 
 
This is an unbelievable amount of money for church funds.  It's hard to know where to start 
with thanks.  I think firstly, we should as usual, thank our whist players.  The monthly total 
is now consistently around £140.00 which is great throughout the winter months.  Secondly, 
the quiz which runs from around February until October.  Many thanks indeed to the 500 
people who purchased a quiz sheet and congratulations to the winner.   Thirdly, the ceilidh.  
Thanks to Helen for organising the band and to all who bake and produce food for the even-
ing.  It really is one of the best fundraising events. 
 

Future Fundraising Events 
 
27th March   - Whist Drive in Village Hall 7.30pm 
24th April   -     "        "             "         "        " 
29th May   -     "        "             "         "        " 
21st June   - Car Wash/Afternoon Tea.  Village Hall 2-4pm 
4th September  - Sponsored Walk/Cycle.  Village Hall 1pm 
 
Note; Assistance for the car wash is always appreciated, names to Wullie Dalziel.  The spon-
sor sheets for the walk and cycle will be available from Helen, Linda or Sheila nearer the 
time. 

Church Maintenance 
 
Plans are being discussed with regard to the disabled entrance and toilet facilities.  At the 
moment there is not much to inform you on, except to say that both projects are high on 
the list of 'things to do'. 

Deaths  
 
It is with great sadness that we record the death of Margaret Dalziel on the 29th of De-
cember 2019.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Wullie and the family at this time. 
 
We also with great sadness record the death of Diana (Di) Currie who died on the 18th 
December 2019.  Our thoughts and prayers at this time are with Wull and the family. 
 
Both deaths are as a result of a long battle with cancer. 


